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Facing the crisis
more thought is requested

“When we are faced with the starvation of
entire communities and their forced abandon-
ment of their areas of origin, immediate aid is
of course essential, but medium and long term
interventions must also be established so that
international activity is not reduced to only
meet emergencies. ...

The situation is certainly made more com-
plex by the difficult crisis that, worldwide, hits
the different sectors of the economy and hits
the poorest in a hardest way, affecting also
agricultural production and the consequent
possibility of access to food.

... In short, it is about assuming an interi-
or attitude of responsibility, capable of in-
spiring a different style of life, with
necessary sobriety in conduct and consump-
tion, to thus favor the good of society. And
that this is true also for future generations,
for their sustainability, protection of the
goods of creation, distribution of resources
and, above all, the concrete commitment to
the development of whole peoples and na-
tions. “ (From the Message of Benedict XVI
on the occasion of World Food Day 2011)

These words of Pope Benedict XVI ad-
dressed to the Director General of FAQO, in the
Pope’s Message on the occasion of the cele-
bration of World Food Day, last October 16% ,
rang in our memory as we get close to the con-
clusion of a year full of many international
events and issues that challenge our con-
sciences of believers.

The crisis is being felt heavily on people’s
lives and, with respect to it, we can not be
mere observers.

There is a need for an additional commit-
ment and a breath of new thinking, to follow
what is said in “Caritas in Veritate.” A new
way of thinking that leads us to identify new
solutions to the various problems and to realize
a real commitment, starting from our lives, our
example that must be stronger and more inci-
sive.

The Rome Forum has followed the various
issues and the efforts of the international
Agencies to respond to the crisis with the
means at their disposal. It has also analyzed the
issues of the new evangelization in view of the
new Synod of Bishops, elaborating its own
contribution of ideas and proposals.

The new year will be full of unknowns. But
the coming Lord is encouraging us to trust
Him, to put in the manger in the cave of Beth-
lehem our desires, our expectations, our hopes
for a better world in which we and our children
would like to achieve our expectations.

“Without God there is no future,” recalled
the Pope during his recent visit to Germany.
For this reason, we reiterate our confidence in
God, confident that He will not leave us and
that, with our commitment, we will be able to
revive this garden, the Earth, that He has en-
trusted to us.

So, merry Christmas to all of you. May this
Christmas help us to be converted internally,
to be new men and women ready to commit to
the development of the human person in its en-
tirety and of the whole humanity.

Vincenzo Conso




Food prices:
from crisis to stability

A major initiative of the Rome Forum at the FAO

On October 14, in the Austria room at
FAQO Headquarters, a meeting entitled “Food
prices. From crisis to stability” was held, or-
ganized by the Forum of Rome Catholic-in-
spired NGOs.

The event wanted to be a moment of re-
flection on the theme chosen this year as a
guideline for the World Food Day: the issue
of the volatility of food prices. With this
meeting, the NGOs have seen what the situ-
ation is on this issue, discussed with each
other also involving the representatives of
governments, to create the necessary syner-
gy within FAO to address the problem of
hunger in the world thanks to the involve-
ment of all parties.

The meeting was introduced by the coor-
dinator of the Rome Forum, Vincenzo Con-
so, and moderated by Sergio Marelli,
President of CIDSE. The scientific introduc-
tion was entrusted to Marco Constantino, of
the University of Bari, who provided a com-
prehensive framework on the issue of food
prices: a historical perspective on the rea-
sons of the current pressure on food supply
and demand.

Constantino reversed the title that FAO
gave to the day, “from stability to crisis” rather
than “from crisis to stability”, since this points
out that, until the beginning of the food crisis
in the mid-2000, food prices had shown a
constant decrease. Following the food price
index published by FAO, in fact, it is possible
to see that prices have fallen steadily since
1961 with some exceptions such as those
caused by the energy crisis of 1973.

Today we are in a period of crisis, al-
though the total production is picking up,

the absolute value of the hungry in the world
is worrying.

The causes of this crisis affect both food
demand and supply. Speaking of strategies
that can be applied to improve the situation,
Costantino identifies several areas where ac-
tion can be made: governance, market ac-
cess for small producers, the environment, a
necessary solution to the dilemma of pro-
ductivity and sustainability.

Don Franco Appi has also provided a
Catholic perspective on the issue and spoke
of civil economy, recalling the need to talk of
sustainable development, wanting to give this
term a development aiming not only at eco-
nomic profit, but also at the protection of
the environment and focusing on human dig-
nity. So not only “stability” but also “justice”
of prices. Before giving the floor to repre-
sentatives of government, Sergio Marelli to
put on the table some critical points in the
world food scenario: now the north and
south of the world are faced with virtually the
same issues (prices, agriculture ...) what
changes are the models of intervention pro-




posed by the two parties and the different
impact that the same problems have on the
lives of people. If the problem of prices in
the north accounts for 20% of GDP, for
those who live in the southern countries it
accounts for 75%, so you can see how the
same problem can be lived in dramatically
different ways depending on the geographi-
cal perspective. As for solutions, Marelli in-
vited to listen to the proposals coming from
the south of the world.

The governmental side of the meeting
was given to the ambassadors of Costa Rica
and Benin to the Holy See.

The Ambassador of Benin wished to
make an invitation to NGOs to act with con-

sistency and commitment, in their advocacy,
to make the voice of the weakest heard in In-
tergovernmental meetings. The Ambassador
of Costa Rica presented the experience of
his country. Costa Rica has made very spe-
cific choices about its model of development:
sustainability has been at the base of all
choices, knowing that the wealth of one’s
territory comes from its beauty.

The result was a lively and productive di-
alogue in which civil society and govern-
ments often found themselves on the same
positions, in agreement. The way to defeat
hunger is still long, but judging from this
meeting, the way taken seems to be the
right one.




The right to food

A survey carried out by the Forum, with the support
of the Spanish Foundation for social and cultural promotion,
under the direction of prof. Buonomo

The assertion of the
right to food and nutrition
is not something that can
be taken for granted. Al-
though this right belongs
to the basic human rights
affirmed in the Declaration
of 1948, the story of its ac-
ceptance and effective im-
plementation is long and
still in progress.

This is because the right
to food, although not very
problematic and almost
predictable in theory, in re-
ality is a very complex and
broad concept. It has a
number of implications that
are not limited to the mere “nutritional” ele-
ment, but involve elements of politics, eco-
nomics, culture, environment and social
relations that make its implementation par-
ticularly laborious.

The assertion of the right to food, in fact,
does not only support the need to provide a
minimum ration of nutrients to the hungry, it
means rather to create a favourable environ-
ment for the production, purchase, and ac-
cess to food for every person. It does not
mean the right to be fed, but the right to feed
themselves in dignity.

Individuals must be enabled to meet their
own needs, with their own forces, using their
own resources. In this sense, then, one
should worry about the availability of certain
key elements for the production of food such
as water, land and seeds, but also the infra-

structure needed to exploit the land or to
reach the places where food can be bought,
or even the management of markets, at
macro- economic level.

Though the story of its success and imple-
mentation is long and complex, it however,
plays a key role in view of the protection of all
human rights. In fact, the right to food is not
an isolated right but it is an integral part and
complement of other rights implemented
through the exercise of this right. Food is an
essential element for human survival, if it is
not guaranteed the very life of the individual
is put in danger: denying the right to food is
the same as denying the right to life.

Although it may seem difficult to make a
classification of human rights, based on the
weight of each in the lives of individuals, the
right to food is still identified as a conditio




sine qua non to the enjoyment of other ba-
sic rights:

“no right has meaning or value once star-
vation strikes. It is an ultimate deprivation
of rights, for without food, life ends, and
rights are of value only for the living...more-
over, without adequate nutrition, the value
of the rights is greatly diminished...malnu-
trition curtails growth, constrains mental
and physical development, and limits the
possibilities of action”.

Gorovitz Bigotry, loyalty and malnutrition in Brown
and Shue Food policy: the responsibility of United
States in the life and death choice 1977

To understand the actual content of the
right to food as it is understood today, the
story of its progressive development in the
legal system of the United Nations must be
recalled.

This is the path followed in this research,
starting from a historical and international
analysis of international law on food, up to
the current developments of the issue, pro-
viding valuable information on how civil so-
ciety can act effectively within the
international institutions to enforce the right
to food worldwide.

The last part is devoted to a brief review of
the position taken in recent years by the
Holy See on this issue.
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IL DIRITTO

"FONDAMENTALE -

13 Luta LIvERANL

a4 Wi, I'Organivzazione mondiale
L del commercio, non si ocenpi del
le regole sugli scambi di merci che
rignardano un diritto fondameniale co
me l'accessa al cibo., Nella Giornata
maondiale dell’alimentazione, il Forum
Roma delle Ong di ispirazionc cattolica
punta il dito contro tma delle principali
causc dellafame nelimondo. Quella spe-
culazione finanziaria che dal 2007 a og-
gi ha falto impennare i prezzi dei cerea
li, cresciuti del 170%. «5Sintomao eviden-
te della distorsione  dice il diretiore del
la Foesiv Scrgio Marelli - & che di questd
ammenti non ne hanno heneliciato al
fatio i produttori, che nei Pacsi in via di
sviluppo sonail 73% della popolaziones.
Imrissimao il giudivio di don Franco Ap
pi, docente alla IFacolta teologica dell'E-
milia Romagna: «Una speculazione che
diventa non solo immarale, ma addirit-
tura un ahominio che urla vendetia al
cospetta di Digs.
A riflettere sulle causc u-
mane del dramma di un
miliardoe di persone &l se-
minario delle Ong canoli
che tenntosi presso la Fio,
I'agrenzia Onu che ha po
sto come tema della Gior-
nata proprio 'obietlivo
della stahilitd dei prezri.
Vincenzo Conso, coordi-
natore del Forum Roma
delle Ong, ricorda che «tra
i12005 ¢ 120081 prezzi mondiali degli a-
limenti di base hanno raggiunta i livelli
pitcalti degli ultimi 30 anni e sembra or-
mai maturata unaloro tendenzaalla vo-
latilita». «l] problema della fame & tragi
coin sé - ragiona Marelli - ma ha un pe-
50 sproporzionato nella sua geogratia,
La volatilita dei prezzl & devastante nel
Sud del mondo dove il 70% del redditn
delle (amiglic viene speso per il cibo,
coniro un 20% nei Paesi ricehin,
Se l'impennata dei prezzi non ha arric-
chiia i produttori del Snd, signilica che

Ritaglio stampa ad uso esclosivo

del

le Ong? in e anni sono aumentati del 170%

c'e qualeun altro che ci specnla: «QJuan
do & cominciata nel 2007 la crisi immo-
biliare, su niutui e assicurazioni, c'e chi
ha deciso di linanziarivzare il sellore a
gricolo. La speculazione non € l'unica
causa della volalilith dei prezzi, ma ¢
quella prevalente: i cicli agricoli sono
lunghi e due picchi in pochi anni sono
del tutto anomali». Se sulle altre cause
della fame e pill complesso inlervenire,
sulle variazioni di mercato si pud inci-
dere efficacermente. «Queste specula
210m non vannon I'Hgf]liﬂﬂ O lassate. Vian
no vietate, punto c bastas.
Concorda don Franco Appi, assistente
ecclestastico dell'lera (International
eatholic rural association), membro del
Forum: «ll primo segnale dell'attuale cri-
si, linansiaria nella sua origine, @ siala
proprio la specularxione sulle derrates,
Eceoli { «meccanismi perversi» denun-
ciati dalla Sollicitudo Rei Socialis. Don
Appi sottalinea che per lronteggiare le
crisic’e anche lastradadelle scorie sira-
tegiche: «Un tempo in Ttalia si faceva
I'ammasso granario, polmaone e volano
per calmicrare il mercata. A fronte diun
artilicioso rialzo dei prezzi del gregpio
ricordal'assistente dell'lera—{ Paesipro-
dnttori di petrolio possono reagire an
mentande 'estrazione. Se una multina-
vinnale accaparra grano e ne aumenta
il prezzo, nessuno pud reagire per un
lungo periodo: Pagricoltura segue il ril
mo naturale dei raceolti». Oggl un cati-
co di grano pnd essere venduto e com
prata pitt volie durante il viaggio di un
mercantile nell'oceano.
ta proposito di prodidivita, dal Forum
arriva un no secco a chi scomnictle sui
cereali geneticamente modilicati. «Oggi
il problema della fame non & la produt-
tivita  spiega Sergio Marelli se la I'ao
dice che ¢'¢ cibo per 9 miliardi. 1l nodo
e nell'accesso e nelladistribuzinne. Non
servono certo al Snd del mondo gli Ogm
pubblicizzati come resistenti a parassi-
li e siccita. Le varieta locali di semi resi-
stono da 40 mila anni, & sulle biodiver-
sitd che hisogna puniare, non sumono
nen

destinatario, riproducibile.
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culture Ogm che, guarda caso, produco
na cercali sterili=. Per lasemina dell’an-
no dopo, msonumna, il contadino che v
s Ogm non pud pill conserviare Un sac
codi granaglie, ma dovraricomprarle o
gnianno dalla multinazionale: « (Gl Ozm
rendono gli agricoltor] dipendenti = av
verte Marelli e distruggono le varietilo
cali perché sono contaminanti ¢ modi-
licano le coltivaxioni vicines.
Pericolose anche le manacolture cerea-
licole per gli agrocarbnranti: «lTolgono
cibo al mondo, aumentando la doman-
da, per prodinre energia a costi comun

Il dramma coinvolge un miliardo
di persone. Don Franco Appi: «Siamo

que elevatissimi. Non peri lampioni di
Nairobi, ma per le nostre automaohili. At-
tenvione, la green economrnon e lullo o
Fiye.

QQuello che serve allora sono investi-
menti ccosostenibill. Un esempio ar-
viva dal Costa Rica. Al seminario del o
rum delle Ong, 'ambasciatare presso
la santa Sede e la lao, Fernando Lelipe
Sancherz Campos, raceonia che entro
il 20015 il sun sara il pritmo Pacse a ¢-
tnissionizero, anche grasie alle loreste
¢ all’idrocletirico. «Certo, quesli gran-
di investimenii richiedono scelle. Noi
—ammetie — abbiamo rinunciaca alle
Faree Armaltes.

Una danna

accudisce il fglio
nella cicta di
Adgoye in Somalia

davanti a un abominio». Marelli
(Focsiv): «Quando & cominciala la crisi,

¢’¢ chi hadeciso di linanziarizzareil
settore agricolo». Ribadito il no ai cereali
geneticamente modificati: non servono

Iz st

A

In occasione della
Giornata mondiale
dell’alimentazione,

il Forum Roma punta
il dito contro una
delle principali cause
della malnutrizione
«Lavolatilita dei costi
e devastante nel Sud
del mondo: qui il 70%
del reddito delle famiglie
viene speso per

il mangiare, contro

il 20% nei Paesi ricchi»

Ritaglio stampa ad uso esclosivo

del

(

degtinatarie,

non  riproducibile.

Apl. Sopra,
distribuziore
di cibo nella
capita‘e
ogadisc’o
{Rewrers)
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Africa

Asia

Il carovita e il nuovo «flagello»

che puo azzoppare la crescita

DA BANGROK

STEFANO VECUHIA

I cara-cibo, un fenoime-
I no che gia stainfilande
nella trappola della po-
verta centinaia di milioni di
asiatici, rischia di annullare
gli slorel di governi e di isu-
fuzioni internazionali nel
medio periodo.
Secemdo]'economista-capoe
dclla Banca asiatica per lo
sviluppo, Changyong Rhee,
sper le lamiglic povere del-
l"Asia povera che gia spen-
dono olire il60per cento del
loro reddite per il cibo, i
prevz crescentriducono wl-
teriormente la possibilita di
pagare le cure mediche o -
struxione dei figlis.

Per la Banca, sc conlinuera
L lendenza regisitala inora,
cnitro I'anna la crescila eco-
nomica del continente re-
nerd anche dell'1.5 per cen-
10, O LN ql.][}t(i dovuia an-
che al concomitanie au-
mento del preszo dei pro-
doiti petrolileri. luttavia e
sopratiatto il prezzo sempre
maggiore (piu 10 per cento
guest'anno} dei generd ali-
el 4 Preacouparre.

Staginni mediamente meno
Tavarevoli alle coltivizioni,
sopraltulio per una mag-
giore intensita degli eventi
almaoslerict avverst, hanno
spinto diversi Pacsi a alzare
harriere all'esportazione, in
guesto modo perd danneg-
piando aliri Paesi tradizio-

nali importatort di prodoni
alimentari. «ovrehbero cs-
sere messi al centro gli slor-
#i per stabilizzare la produ-
zione  rticorda ancora la
Banca asiatica per lo svilup-
po o con maggior investi-
mentinelle inlrastrutiure a-
gricole per assicurare mag-
giore produzione c maggio-
ri passibilita di immagarezi-
NATNEN k0.

Il riso restalalimento-prin-
vipe per buona parte delle
nazioniasialiche, lermome-
tror del disapio alimentare
del continente. Le statistiche
dicono che se per il 20 per
centla pilt povern della po-
polazione dei Paesi in via di
sviluppo, la spesa per que-
sto cereale costiluisee anche

In Sudan, Uganda e Kenya

dilaga la rivolta della fame

1A ATRA

Marrio E Korm
on l'innalza
mento  dei

c prevzi per

gran parie dei pro-

dotil alimeniarn del

le societd alricanc, le
proteste non hanno
smessadiscoppiarcin
vari angoli del cond
nente. Cli ultimi disor-
dini si sono verificati
nella capitale sudanc-
se Khartum. Centinala
di persone si sono in
fatti riversale merco-
ledinel centro della citta
per manilestare contro

I'alta costo degli alimenti.

Eitaglio

stampa

«(li studenti gridavano
“No oai preyzd oalt, pane,
pane per i poveri” - haaf-
[ermato alla stampa un
sudanese sotto anonima-
1o . La palivia & arrivata
sulla scena ma non & in-
tervenutas 'Uganda & un
alira Paesc la cui popala-
zione sta solfrendo molto
perviadeglialiicostiedo-
ve 1 lunga serie di na
nifestarioni & slale dura
mente sedala dalle auto-
ritit. «L.o scellino ugande
sc & una delle monete a-
fricane che risultano pilt
debolirispetto al dollaro -
sostengono gli analist

questa crisi eeononic sty
causande un movimento
di proteste urhane che &

ad uso esclosivo

diventato il pit duraturo
dell'Alrica  sub-saharia-
nix. Molt ngandesi affer
mano che il loro movi-
mento si & ispiralo alle ri-
volurioni della primavera
araba. Da aprile, inlattl, le
manifestazioni africane
contro gli alti costi dei pro-
dotti alimentari di hase
hanno infiammato vari
Stati, dal Senepal al Kenya,
dall'Angola ar Mozambi
co, dal Benin al Burkina
baso.

Nonostante una fetta del
la responsabilith Tosse da
auribuirsi alla crisi ceo-
nomica mondiale, le po
polazioni alricane hanno
dimaostrato la loro rabbia
sopratintto contro la cor

A=l destinatarie, non

il 25 per cento delle reddito
farmiliare, per una guola e-
quivalente della fascia pin
henesiante della popolazio-
nec esso tappresenta solo tra
il reil 10 percento.

[ "disagio alimentare”, inal-
ire, aumenta le dispariti tra
gli Stati. Se un awmento del
10 per cetto del costo del
riso nelle Filippine {Phese
amedio reddito traguiel-

I in via di sviluppo del-
I'Asia) rischia di creare
2,72 milioni di nuovi
poveri, in Pakistan, con

una popolazione dop-

pia di quella filippina

ma un reddito pro-ca-

pile assai inferiore, Ia
fascia della poverta ri-
sultera accresciuta di
14,7 milioni.

rUZI0e aer propr gover-
nanli. Nel Corne d'Aldrica,
dove secondo le Naxioni
Lnite & in corso una delle
peggiori crisi umanitarie
degli ulimi sessant'anni,
glialti prez«i del cibo han

no lartemente aggravalo
le candixiani dei pit po-
verl «Mentrelemergenza
del Corno d’'Alrica e scop

piata per via della siceila
sopratlulto in aree allette
da conflitti civili caome 1a
Samalia —ha recentemen-
te dichiaralo la Banca
mondiale - { prezvi del ci-
ha che sane vicini ghi ali
livelli del 2008 hanna an-
chressi contribuditoalla ori

sis. In Somalia, circa mela
dei bambini sows [ cinque
anni solfre infatti di mal-
nutrizione gcuta.

riproducibile.
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1 Luea MIELE,

nello in cui & iinpe

gnawa il governo del

Mozambico & un ral-

tinale (e rischioso! e
quilibrismo: districarsi tri gli
appetiti - e i soldi - di tre gi-
gand emergenti, seieache u-
no prenda il sopravvenlo su
li aluri. Perché, come sclive
YuleCiohal, pubblicazione del Yale Center tov the Snudy
of Globalization, nel Pacse africano & in ato una vera
¢ propria "corsa a we” per la conquista delle sue ric-
chewze nauralied enerpeliche. Prolagoniste Cina, In
dia e Brasile. Un equilibrismo che oscilla tra dne poli:
la"gara” si wadurrd in una nuova forma di eolonizza-
rione o, al contrarin, in una possibilith (insperata) di
rapida sviluppo?
I Mozambico @ancoraoggi un Paese prevalentemente
agricolo. E povero. I1 54% della popolazione vive sot-
Lo la soglia di povertd, V80% dei pittvalnerabili sicon
cenuanelle aree agricole. secondo la Fao, il Pagse pos-
siede 36 milioni dieLtari di lerra arahile, solo il 12% dei
quali somo attnalmente milivzati. E i "spoliarione”
parte proprio dalla werre. La Cina & in watlative con
I'ex colonia portoghese per attittare terve per la coli
vazione di cereall. Secondn Kerters Afvica, 1l governo
del Mozambico & poi pronto 4 cedere 6 milioni di et
tari di terra ai contadini brasiliani da destinare alla
produzione di soid, cotone e mais nelle province del
nard di Niassa, Caho Delgado, Nampula e Zambezia.

11 Mozambico nella rete di Cina e India

Ma sono soprauulo le ricchesee del souosuolo a fa-
re gola. Pochi dati bastann acatlurare lo spessore del
la competizione in ato. Perla Banca africana di svi-
luppo, entro i1 2020, il Morambico diventeriil secon
do produttore di carbone in Africa con forniture pari
a 110 miliomi ditonnellate lanno. Le riserve totali so
no stimate in 10 miliardi di tonnellate. Quesio basta
perscatenale linleresse dell'economie emergend, “di-
vowicori” di energia per deiinizione. Speda alla Cinail
primato dell'investimento pilt cogpicuo i un singo-
lo progedo: unmiliarda dallari nel seitore delle miniere
dicarbone da parte divvuhan lronand Steel. Pechino
sidistingue per il sunattivismo. Il commercio trai due
Paesi e halzatoa quota 690 milioni dollarinel 2010: nel
2007 era "fermo” a 208 milioni dollari nel 2007, 11 go
verno citese ha investito 160 milioni dollai per imo-
dernivzare 'aeroporlo principale, lo stadin hazionale
e pill grande ceniro congressi del Paese.

Ulndia, da parte sua, ha promesso di investire unmi
liardo di dollari e ha afferto 45 milioni per il trasieri-
mento di lechologia al seltore minerario del Paese. Nel
2010, dopo la visita del presidente Avmando Guebu
#a in India, Nuova Delhiha concesso al Paese 300 mi-
licni di dollaci di credilo, Non & da meno il Brasile. [l
gignnie minevario brasiliano vale dal 2009 ha invest]
10 1,3 miliardi di dollari nelle miniere nelle province
cenuali di Zambezia e Tece. 11 Brasile vanta, ua rap-
presentanze diplomatiche e consolari, 35 sedinel Con
tinenie nevo, secordo solio alla Cina (38).

Ma il Mozambico attrac anche dal punto di vista geo-
politico. Come serive ancora YedeGlobeal, il Paese oftre
una grande presenya stralegica nell'Oceano Indiano,
com il Canale del Mozambico che costitnisce un per
corso importante aliernativa al canale di Suex.

il FENOMEND
4§25 milioni di persone nel mondo

Ecorsaaperta confinuano a patire la fame

pfjl la LOIl(lUlb_td‘ . o

di terre.c dlmélnlleleh?l {50 mila persone rischiang
SL10n di myesumen : : : -y ‘. .
1 Brasile & loutsider d_| morire el prossimi mesi in Somalia
che perd potrebbe «In caso di assenza di una risposta

sconvolgere i giochi

Eitaglio stampa

adeguatar
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The founder of the community
of Sant’egidio is a Minister of the Italian

IImportant recognition for Andrea Riccardi.
The praise of the Rome Forum

On November 16 Professor Andrea Ric-
cardi, founder of the Community of San-
t'Egidio, has been appointed as Minister of
International Cooperation and Integration.

“In a difficult time, a time of test for
the country, in which a joint effort to
tackle the current crisis is currently un-
derway - said Riccardi - I accepted the
invitation of the President-designate,
Professor Mario Monti, to join the new
government, in hopes of helping the
work of national revival”.

The commitment to cooperation and
integration has long been an integral
part of the culture and experience
gained by prof. Riccardi with the Com-
munity of Sant’Egidio, which he found-
ed in 1968 and is now present in many
places in the world. The Community of
Sant’Egidio, in fact, is engaged at various lev-
els in more than 70 countries around the
world with humanitarian aid and develop-
ment programs. And it is internationally rec-
ognized as a valid interlocutor in the field of
conflict mediation and reconciliation. The
peace agreements in Mozambique and
Guatemala, the talks in Cote d’lvoire, the
transition to democracy in Niger and Guinea
Conakry are just some of the most important
pages written by the Community in its 43
years of life. The DREAM programmes, for
free access to anti-HIV therapy in sub-Saha-
ran Africa and the BRAVO! programme for
the registration of invisible children in the
registry offices of developing countries are
examples of excellence and innovation in the
field of international cooperation.
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Prof. Andrea Riccardi, in addition to be-
ing known as the founder of the Communi-
ty of Sant’Egidio, is considered one of the
most prominent national figures in the inter-
national arena. The “Time” magazine in
2003 has inserted him in its list of the thirty
“modern heroes” of Europe: those who have
distinguished themselves for their profes-
sional courage and humanitarian efforts.
Prof. Riccardi has worked for years on im-
migration, is a staunch advocate of the need
to strengthen integration starting from the
new generations of immigrants born and
raised in Italy.

The Rome Forum expresses its praise for this ap-
pointment that shows evidence of a strong com-
mitment to the weakest and wishes to the newly
appointed Minister a fruitful job, for the common
good of our country.
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I Forum delle Organizzazioni non governative di Ispirazione cattolica

Per rievangelizzare
la pohtlca internazionale

di TERMINA ALvaREZ

Viviamao un mionente pardcolare
per la Chiese, interpellate dalla
proposta i una nuova evangeliz-
zazione ad dntrg ¢ ad extra, Ben-
ché per alcuni 1 erming non sia
ancora del o chiaro, ¢ evidene
guanto i1 mondo abbiy hizogno di
un nuova solfio di prensiero, i te-
stimonianza cocente © di crediba-
litd da parte dei cristiant. 8t ra-
smette quella che s aede (evan-
gelizaaslone ad extrad, o Pintensid
con cui sieredde mostra, inoquale
che moda, Cautenticita ¢ vita del
cristiang {evangelirzazione ad in-
). Per attey nella
Chicsa quesic due dimensiond, 1
Papa ha programmato 1 prossimo
Sinode  der Vescovi,  previsto
nellotiobie del sora, che porterd
ach un condronto ¢ ad una riflessio-
ne sullintensita con cui uto 1
popola di Tho vive la propria lede
¢ annnnzia.

In wvista della preparazione, so-
na siair incdhicatt alcunn amhin e
cui la noova evangcliveazione pad
essere realecsaty, Un setore che
forse non ¢ state esplicilate, ma
che ha brsogno ugualmente di uva
nuova ri-cvangelizzazione ¢ Tam-
bite politico ntermazionale. Tn un
mondo  segnato prefendamente
dal feromeno della globalizzizio-
ne, gli Organismi mternazionali
mtergovernativi ¢ le Ageneie mter-
nazionali ad cssi connesse, ploca-
no un ruolo hnportante nel dedi-
neare gl elementi culiuealt ¢ di
pensicro (per non dive di non-
pensicie o di non-culiura) che ca-
ratterizzeranne poi le politiche na-
zonall, Foa gueste lvella, dove o
«labbricangs 1 principali niferi-
menti del dirigo internazionale ¢
i una mentalita mondiale, che i
cristiani sono chiamatt a dare un
valide contributo di prolessionali-

rrCiere m

ta o di pensicro. B [R1to, contra-
riamente 4 quanto si potrebbe cre-
dere, casi vl sono presenti, mino-
ranza 2 modo di levito, chismata
a fermentare per la vasformazione
delli socictd {Le 19, @), Lo sono
momode captliane all'interno delle
varic  strutture polineo-sociafi, ¢
anche associati come Orngantzza-
ANl non-governative (Ong),

Negh ultme anm, influenea ¢
for &'P?I.?.in dato alle Ohig nell'ambi-
to imternazionale sono oresciutl.
Esse somo state cmlc(‘.piw, appun-
o, pur portare agli Ohrganiami in-
wrnagonali Ja voe © I"c.&:pcricnz;i
delle diverse realtd lneali. Sono vi-
ste come rappresentantt della co-
siddetta socield civite, Le Ong dj
isprrazione cantolica che godono
dello siatuto consultivo presso gl
Organisti ¢ le Agenzie interna-
zionali, hanno una grande oppor-
tuniti per far presente con ke loro
proposte la westimonianza dei va-
lori cristam. La questione ¢ come
fur arrpvare a wals sfere, i un mo-
do adeguate ¢ attraente, o
Foperate della Chicsa al servizio
concreto dellvomo. K possibile
cdare un contributo  alla nuova
evangelizzazione a guel livello? In
che modo? Siano sullicieniomen-
e conszpevoll di tale responsabi-
ha?

Ri-cvangelizzare 1y politica in-
temiztonate &, in ultdma analisi. 1a
finalitd che w1 preligge. ta Paliro,
il Forum delle Ong di wipirazione
cattolica, T cattolicl che formano
I organtzzaziont ad csso aderenti
portano avant una riflessione cir-
ca le sfide che devono affrontare ¢
e modaiita con cut 1l messaggio
del Vangelo viene accolto nelic To-
T azioni.

La prina questione che st pre-
senta ¢ quetla i riflenere sulla di-
mensione evangelizzaiice det oo
aperate, la quate, a volre, Ly G
sere offuscata sottn Taspetto &
progetti di sviluppe e di pramo-

zieme umang, ¢ ad esso limitara da
wna visione ristretta o puranenie
orizzontale della vita,

Le Ong canoliche doviehbero
richiamare presso le istanze gover-
native internazionali quel prineipi
eticl che animana le Joro injziative
al servizio di tutto Muaomo net di-
verst ambitd delka sncketd. La par-
tecipazione ¢ la collaboravione di
rapprescitanti di Ong con propo-
ste wntelligen ed equilibrate, vie-
ne aceolta favorevolmente neghi
ambiemti internazionali, anche se
non sempre 1l pensiero ¢ la douri-
na ¢he propongono viene recepita
nei documentt uflciali. St tratia
pord ioune testimonianza neces-
sarta, affinché la voce do catiolion
sia ascoltate o tenuta o debio
conto. Nell'identificarsi come cat-
toliche o di ispiragione carohica
te Ong benefictano della eredilili-
la morale che la Santa Sede ba
nel campo internazionale ¢, di
conseguenva, sioatiende da queste
organizzastani la estbhonianza Jt
una solida formavione s principi
della dottrima sociale della Chiesa
senza  lasclarst  inflluenzare  dalle
pruse th posizione 1‘)()]ili(‘.]10 che
contaminana  Lambienie  micma-
wionale: 51 sa come, erroncamenic,
s1premdono a volie posiziont sha-
p;lial{: COR UN OrCIHANCNLG }m]ili—
co et U Compromnelere o svi-
lmare Mavione della Chiesa al ser-
vizio it Lo oscenario sociale
dove 1 oristiani sono impegnati, o
di conseguenza anche le Ong di
ispirazione cattolica, & assai ampio
¢ variegato: cooperazione allo svi-
luppo, mondo rurale, educazione,
satute, comunjcaxiont sociali, Tui-
te hanno come comune denomina-
tore Tessere umarno, la personaz ¢ il
sue rapporto con il mondog percid
s1oanteressuno anche al divict uma-
ni, al diritto wmamtario, ai giova-
ni, alla famiglia, ai problenn delle
migraziom, dei vlugiat, del lavo-
ro: lavorano nella mediazione dei
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conilitti in {favere della pace.

IQ_UL‘RH presenza nel  socidle,
viene  realizzata contenporanca-

mente attraverso e livelits guctln
dellimpegne politico, guello della
solidaric ¢ quello della forma.
I,

A Treello politico, o
campagne  di sensihilizzazion
deflopimione pubblica, di foria-
vionge ¢ i oeefiocaer, © parteeipano
ai dibatiu internaionali per pro
muovere il bene comune ¢ gy ar-
pornenti in favore del matrinionin,
della famigtia o defla vita; inoun
p;i]'ola, dello svi]u]a}'m WG -
prale. Nel contesto inernazionaic
dei dibatting politict con abtre Ong
o astituzioni di oalire conlesstomi
religiose, To Omg di ispiravione
cattolica colfaborane alla riceres
del bene comune o delPassolun
protedone  della dignity wmans.
Sono convinte che il Vangelo o b
propeste della Chiesa, in partico-
lare 10 materia sociale, costitnisen-
no anche una buona Novella
annuniziare al mondo, ¢ cosd vien
dichiarate, con l'ispmm M sCIAA
complesst. La missionarietd, il viad-
fermare la questione di Do, & per
loro dare prioria alluemo nelle
scelte politiche, ceonomiche ¢ so-
ciali all’interno di vn monda dove
la logica del moreate ¢ del profi-
to, gl interesst maxionali ¢ lowali.
le specilazioni finanzinic scmbsra-
no averle spazzato via dab proprio
[R1N VAR 1 I RGN

Limpegno solidale del cristiuni

ANEPPREITE

— o, per peglio dire, caritievole,
che richiama con una comnotieo
ne pin profonda al servivie dedla
carity (efr. Dews carites est. oyl -
PYCSEe  ana Vasta o ampicrsa
dall’attenzione wi piy poveri per
contibuire ab superanuento deta
disuguale distribuzione delfa rie-
chezza fine alla prmorione i al-
leggrunent come i gramine ¢ la
speranza,  passando sopratiitoe
per la Tormazione delle coscierize
nella consapevolersa che Nevangee-
Lzzazione & basata  sell'uscolio,
sulla: prossimied, sul tispeite dells
persona, sulla tesdmonianzn coc-
rente, sullTapertura agh alivd, salla
hberi, sulla verita o 2 R
dall’imitazione di Crsto. Anclwe
cristiant presentt ngd omass muedia
hansio una parola da dive nella co-
struzione i una cultura della [t
ce, proponcnda alle nuove geners-
zzomit modelli medianel positive «
Torti che esprimane le fovo speran-
ze ¢ 1 loro ideall por un mondo
miglicre.

Infine, il wmereo privopale che
e maggionnenie i aistiani nel-
la dimensione ad e della oo
cvangeliczazione ¢ qnc:-llu detia
formazione. perché coinvolge e
ta la pursona umana. Leducivio-
ne ¢ considerala come wun Mmoo
per wseite dalla povertd. Oceone.
pore, ovitare di cadere inouna co-
JMUBICAZIONC ASIVAIT ¢ meTne e
imelcnuale  della vernd o i
aitazione sulidale che non aeriv
alla vera promozione della RS
na. Urge accrescere Peducsione

informule dei giovani, con pantico-
Tarve attemone alle Fagur e, et
tenda al contro b PETRONG, T g
DETATC UA PRGOSO di trasinrma-
zione del conteslo Tamiare o s
cizte, Collaborare allu sfida edduca-
tiva i gi(.}\'ilrlf, con i |11'0[11'i -
¥ani come protagorsti, dormverso
nn sistema educative che 11 porti
verso uti cammine i Tede, & -
pegne primordiale dioua cilnea-
zione alternativa, basaee stk valon
del Vangelo, che gend ponid con la
cultpia comtemporanca.

In tutto ¢ siorileva, pord, o
gente necessit
nale ¢ comunitaria — perche i sia
T !]];iggi{.)]'c COPTCTIAS LT |] -
dare e Vagive: Tormradone spizitua-
le che porti ad avere maggiore
espericnza porsonale i Dio o alla
consapevolezar della responsalnli-
td che tale cspericngn comport ri-
.‘spc[ln al p]‘:)prin contosin soctale.
Laliro aspette sul goale occarre
'iT'l\"i'.'fi‘.iT".‘. (‘ 1“ !.()Tmfl;cju[u' (li.‘] ]'K‘TI-
sicro sociale. Un'alta percentuade
delle persone coinvolie o vinvolae
alle Ong, al servizio della o
evaneclizrazione del soonle, mon
conusce la donring sociale delli
Chicsu,

Dia qui la necosstia, ansitun,
di programmi i lormazione degli
agentl di pastorale sociale: pro
grammi che abbiame conwe hase la
dimensione comunitaria ¢ per otfi-
ca quella del discepolo di Cristo,
senza dimenticare Nostzzonte del
'l“(-)”.(.{") ('.(JIll.L‘Hip()I'il]lL?tJ ifi ('lti 5L
no immersi ¢ che sono chigmat o
trasformare.

formativin ~ [P
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Towards a New Evangelization
of the international political life

by Fermina Alvarez Alonso

We are living in a particularly important
moment for the Church, a time marked by
the need for a “new evangelization” ad intra
and ad extra. Even though some claim that
the term “new evangelization” needs further
clarification, it is clear enough that the world
needs a new, fresh way of thinking: a credi-
ble, coherent witness on the part of Chris-
tians. We hand on what we believe (i.e.,
evangelization ad extra), and the intensity of
our belief demonstrates, in one way or an-
other, the authenticity of our Christian lives
(i.e., evangelization ad extra). To give impe-
tus to these two dimensions, the Holy Father
has chosen to dedicate the next Synod of
Bishops — to take place in October of 2012
— to a reflection on the intensity with which
the People of God live and proclaim their
faith.

To prepare for the Synod, a few areas
where the New Evangelization is particularly
urgent have been identified. One area that
perhaps has not been explicit but which nev-
ertheless is in need of a re-evangelization is
the area of international politics. In an era
marked by strong globalization, internation-
al and inter-governmental organizations and
the international agencies connected with
them play an important role in delineating
the cultural and intellectual (not to mention
the non-intellectual and non-cultural) ele-
ments that characterize national politics. It is
at this level, where the principle reference
points of international law and a global men-
tality are “manufactured,” that Christians
are called to offer a genuine contribution to
professional life and thinking. In fact, con-

trary to popular belief, Christians, though of-
ten in a minority, are called to act as a leav-
en in these contexts, effecting a
fermentation that will transform society (cf.
Lk 13:21). They are so in an integral way
within various sociopolitical structures in-
cluding their association with Non-Govern-
mental Organizations (NGO).

Over the last several years, the scope of
influence of NGO’s in the international are-
na has expanded considerably. They were
conceived precisely as a means of bringing
the voice and experience of local realities to
bear on international organizations. They are
considered representative of the so-called
civil society. Catholic-inspired NGOs, which
have a consultative role in international or-
ganizations and agencies, have the privileged
opportunity to witness — with their concrete
proposals — to Christian values. The question
is how to bring to those spheres, in an ef-
fective and attractive way, the entire work of
the Church in its concrete service to
mankind. Is it possible to contribute to the
“New Evangelization” at this level? If so,
how? Are we sufficiently aware of our re-
sponsibility?

The end that ultimately characterizes the
work of the Forum of Catholic-inspired
NGO:s is to re-evangelize international poli-
tics. Catholics who participate in the Forum
engage in a reflection on the challenges we
face and on the ways the message of the
Gospel can be incorporated into their ac-
tions.

The first question that arises pertains to
the “evangelizing” dimension of our work;
this dimension sometimes can be obscured
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by projects of development and human im-
provement that are limited to a purely “hor-
izontal” view of life.

Catholic-inspired NGOs must remind fo-
rums of international governance of the eth-
ical principles that animate their initiatives at
the service of man in his entirety within var-
ious social spheres. The participation and
collaboration of NGO representatives, car-
ried out with intelligent and balanced pro-
posals, is most welcome in international
arenas even when their thought and teach-
ing is not always incorporated into official
documents. The witness they offer is neces-
sary nonetheless so that the voice of
Catholics is heard and kept alive. By identi-
fying themselves as Catholic or of Catholic
inspiration, NGOs benefit from the moral
credibility of the Holy See in the interna-
tional arena and are therefore considered to
benefit from a solid formation in the princi-
ples of Catholic social teaching without al-
lowing themselves to be swayed by political
positions detrimental to international sphere.
We can think of the erroneous political
stances of a purely “horizontal” orientation
that compromise or undervalue the Church’s
activities for the good of all people. The
fields upon which Christians, and hence
Catholic-inspired NGOs, carry out their ac-
tivities is wide and varied, including cooper-
ation for development, rural life, education,
health, and social communication. All of
these have the human being as a common
denominator: the person in his relationship
with the world. Thus they are concerned
with human rights, humanitarian law, young
people, family life, and the issues of immi-
gration, refugees, and labor. They work as
mediators to resolve conflicts and to promote
peace.

The activities of Catholic-inspired NGOs
in social life takes place primarily at three lev-
els: politics, solidarity, and formation.
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At the political level, they organize cam-
paigns to raise public awareness, to promote
formation, and to advocate for causes of spe-
cial concern; they participate in international
debates to promote the common good and
arguments in favor of marriage, family, and
life. In short, they work for integral human de-
velopment. On the international stage of de-
bates with other NGOs or institutions of other
religious confessions, Catholic-inspired NGOs
collaborate in promoting the common good
and respect for human dignity. They are con-
vinced that the Gospel and the Church’s pro-
posals, especially concerning social issues, are
intrinsically connected to the Good News, and
they openly admit this with due respect for the
views of others. The missionary nature of
the Gospel and a re-emphasis of the God-
question, necessarily entail giving priority to
the human person in political, economic, and
social decision-making in a world where the
logic of the market and of profit, national and
local interests, and financial speculation seem
to have overstepped their bounds.

The commitment of Christians to solidar-
ity — or better to charity understood in the
light of its deeper meaning as a service of
charity (cf. Deus Caritas Est, 25) — opens
up a broad spectrum of concern that ranges
from the care of the poorest of the poor in
order to overcome an unequal distribution of
wealth and to promote attitudes of generos-
ity and hope, to the promotion through for-
mation of a greater awareness that
evangelization is based on listening, goodwill,
a respect for persons, an integrity of witness,
an openness toward others, freedom, and
the truth, all beginning with the imitation of
Christ. Christians involved in mass media al-
so have something to say in building a cul-
ture of peace and in proposing positive
models of journalism to younger generation
that genuinely express their hopes and aspi-
rations for a better world.




Finally, the primary way in which Chris-
tians participate in the new evangelization ad
intra is through a formation that involves the
entire human person. Education is considered
a means of raising the poor out of poverty.
We must be careful, however, not to fall into
the temptation of communicating the truth in
an abstract or merely intellectual way, or of
engaging in concrete actions that are not
aimed at a genuine promotion of the human
person. There is an urgent need to strength-
en the “informal” education of young people,
especially of young women, placing the per-
son at the center in order to affect a process
of familial and social transformation. Collab-
orating to meet the challenges of educating
young people, with the youth themselves as
the protagonists and through an education
system that elicits a true journey of faith, is a
central priority of alternative education
based on Gospel values that connect directly
to contemporary culture.

All of this reveals the urgency of forma-
tion in general — personal and communal -
so that there will be a greater consistency be-
tween belief and action: a spiritual forma-
tion that leads to a deeper personal
experience of God and a greater awareness
of the responsibility which that experience
entails in the social context. Another area in
which we need to invest is the formation of
teaching the Church'’s social doctrine. A high
percentage of those involved in or tied to
NGOs - even though they are intrinsically
placed at the service of the new evangeliza-
tion — is not sufficiently knowledgeable of the
Church’s social teaching. Above all, this
shows the need to offer formation programs
to those engaged in public service: programs
with a community-centered base and with an
outlook of Christian discipleship with due re-
gard for the contemporary context in which
they are immersed and which they are called
to transform.
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Religious NGOs to FAO

We are a group of JPIC promoters of var-
ious religious congregations, members of the
USG / IUGS! |, and a representative of
CIDSE? . We represent a number of NGOs
of religious congregations, recognized by the
United Nations, which for several years have
come together looking to have a significant
presence in FAO.

1. The reality

There are over one billion people, 15%
of the total population, suffering from
hunger in the world today. That such a
high level of malnutrition impedes the so-
cial and economic development and is a
threat to peace and world security. In re-
cent years, especially after the rise in food
prices and their volatility, a serious con-
cern about food safety has spread. This re-
newed political attention to the world food
security gave rise to various commitments,
however, more resources should be allo-
cated for agriculture and food security in
times of crisis.

As religious congregations, we realized
that we can be more effective if we work
together with FAO. The number of the
poor we serve around the world, and of
which we are able to bring their stories and
their voice, is considerable. We want to
build a network of solidarity to combat
world hunger.

I Union of Superiors General (USG) and the Interna-
tional Union of Superiors General (UIGSE) that count
1900 institutions

2 CIDSE: Christian Organizations Federation of Vol-
untary Service.
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2. Our brief history

—In 2000, a working group composed of
JPIC promoters had the first contacts with
the United Nations bodies, to see how it
could work with the UN and FAO.

— After the first Catholic-inspired NGOs
Forum held in Rome in December of 2007,
we were bringing together a group of NGOs
and then a specialized working group arrived
in FAO. We are aware that the fact of living
in Rome facilitates our work in FAO and al-
lows us to bring together other religious con-
gregations, as in Rome there are many
General Curias. Our goal is that religious
congregations are able to accomplish to-
gether a work in FAO.

— Over the past four years, the various
members participated in the CFS (Commit-
tee on Food Security). In 2008 we prepared
a statement for the high-level summit that
was to be distributed to all representatives of
Nations and to the press. This Declaration




was signed by 270 organizations around the
world3.

— Participation at the 37th session of
the CFS. Four members of the group were
present at the 37th session of the Commit-
tee on World Food Security of the United
Nations (English acronym: CFS) (17-22 Oc-
tober 2011 at FAO Headquarters in Rome).
The CFS is the main UN forum to examine
and monitor policies on food security world-
wide. In addition to UN agencies, it is com-
posed of civil society organizations and
NGOs, international research institutions and
financial and commercial institutions as well
as the private sector and other actors in-
volved in rural development in the field of
food security all across the world.

—2011: This year we have “transformed”
into ICR (International Congregations of
Religious). We meet every month and we
are about 10 to 12 religious representatives:
Passionists International, Franciscans Inter-

3 The document can be read at:
http:/www. jpicpassionist.org/features/passionist-in-
ternational/food-and-agriculture-organitation.

national, Vincentians, Carmelites, Domini-
cans, Capuchins, Dehonians, VIVAT#, JPIC
Office in Rome and a lay member of CIDSE.

3. Objectives

— The ICR is a group linked to the FAO in
Rome, composed of members representing
our congregations and we are interested in
issues relating to food security and sover-
eignty.

— We continue to participate in the activi-
ties of FAO.

— We continue to learn more about the
FAO and the opportunities we have to influ-
ence their activities.

4Vivat is a nongovernmental organization that brings
together 10 of the Missionary Congregations of the
Divine Word , Servants of the Holy Spirit (SHS), Con-
gregation of the Holy Spirit (CHS), the Comboni Mis-
sionaries of the Sacred Heart (MCCJ), Missionary
Oblates of Mary Immaculate (IMO), the Missionary
Sisters of the Holy Rosary (MSHR), Adorers of the
Blood of Christ (ABC), Comboni Missionary Sisters
(CMS), Little Sisters of the Assumption (LSA).
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— We want to help the promoters of JPIC
to familiarize with FAO conferences and ac-
tivities and facilitate their accreditation to
participate in them.

— We want to be a permanent observato-
ry to improve the lives of the people we work
with, especially on issues of sustainable de-
velopment, the right to food, agriculture,
land rights, mining, water rights, etc..

— We want to form an international net-
work of communication and solidarity, and
carry out international campaigns in favor of
peasants and poor people.

4. Challenges

— The group “of international congrega-
tions in the FAO” (FAO ICR) is recruiting a
priest or a nun as Executive Secretary to rep-
resent them at the FAO in order to have a
permanent presence and bring our voice to
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the representatives of the nations. The pro-
file of the candidate we are looking for can
be seen at:

http:/www. jpicpassionist.org/component/c
ontent/article/24-noticias.

— We are looking for funds to finance the
office of the Delegate to FAO for a minimum
of three years. Before a person, probably a
cleric / nun, is taken, a minimum of 20,000
per year for three years must be found. So
far, several congregations have made finan-
cial commitments. We call from here to all
the religious congregations to collaborate and
work with us.

— to define strategies for our effective
presence at the FAO.

In conclusion, consecrated persons can
not remain indifferent to the scandal of
hunger in the world. Therefore, I invite you
to visit us and join our team.

Jesus M? Aristin




