
“When we are faced with the starvation of
entire communities and their forced abandon-
ment of their areas of origin, immediate aid is
of course essential, but medium and long term
interventions must also be established so that
international activity is not reduced to only
meet emergencies. ...

The situation is certainly made more com-
plex by the difficult crisis that, worldwide, hits
the different sectors of the economy and hits
the poorest in a hardest way, affecting also
agricultural production and the consequent
possibility of access to food.

... In short, it is about assuming an interi-
or attitude of responsibility, capable of in-
spiring a different style of life, with
necessary sobriety in conduct and consump-
tion, to thus favor the good of society. And
that this is true also for future generations,
for their sustainability, protection of the
goods of creation, distribution of resources
and, above all, the concrete commitment to
the development of whole peoples and na-
tions. “ (From the Message of Benedict XVI
on the occasion of World Food Day 2011)

These words of Pope Benedict XVI ad-
dressed to the Director General of FAO, in the
Pope’s Message on the occasion of the cele-
bration of World Food Day, last October 16th ,
rang in our memory as we get close to the con-
clusion of a year full of many international
events and issues that challenge our con-
sciences of believers.

The crisis is being felt heavily on people’s
lives and, with respect to it, we can not be
mere observers.

There is a need for an additional commit-
ment and a breath of new thinking, to follow
what is said in “Caritas in Veritate.” A new
way of thinking that leads us to identify new
solutions to the various problems and to realize
a real commitment, starting from our lives, our
example that must be stronger and more inci-
sive.

The Rome Forum has followed the various
issues and the efforts of the international
Agencies to respond to the crisis with the
means at their disposal. It has also analyzed the
issues of the new evangelization in view of the
new Synod of Bishops, elaborating its own
contribution of ideas and proposals.

The new year will be full of unknowns. But
the coming Lord is encouraging us to trust
Him, to put in the manger in the cave of Beth-
lehem our desires, our expectations, our hopes
for a better world in which we and our children
would like to achieve our expectations.

“Without God there is no future,” recalled
the Pope during his recent visit to Germany.
For this reason, we reiterate our confidence in
God, confident that He will not leave us and
that, with our commitment, we will be able to
revive this garden, the Earth, that He has en-
trusted to us.

So, merry Christmas to all of you. May this
Christmas help us to be converted internally,
to be new men and women ready to commit to
the development of the human person in its en-
tirety and of the whole humanity.

Vincenzo Conso
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On October 14, in the Austria room at
FAO Headquarters, a meeting entitled “Food
prices. From crisis to stability” was held, or-
ganized by the Forum of Rome Catholic-in-
spired NGOs.

The event wanted to be a moment of re-
flection on the theme chosen this year as a
guideline for the World Food Day: the issue
of the volatility of food prices. With this
meeting, the NGOs have seen what the situ-
ation is on this issue, discussed with each
other also involving the representatives of
governments, to create the necessary syner-
gy within FAO to address the problem of
hunger in the world thanks to the involve-
ment of all parties.

The meeting was introduced by the coor-
dinator of the Rome Forum, Vincenzo Con-
so, and moderated by Sergio Marelli,
President of CIDSE. The scientific introduc-
tion was entrusted to Marco Constantino, of
the University of Bari, who provided a com-
prehensive framework on the issue of food
prices: a historical perspective on the rea-
sons of the current pressure on food supply
and demand.

Constantino reversed the title that FAO
gave to the day, “from stability to crisis” rather
than “from crisis to stability”, since this points
out that, until the beginning of the food crisis
in the mid-2000, food prices had shown a
constant decrease. Following the food price
index published by FAO, in fact, it is possible
to see that prices have fallen steadily since
1961 with some exceptions such as those
caused by the energy crisis of 1973.

Today we are in a period of crisis, al-
though the total production is picking up,

the absolute value of the hungry in the world
is worrying.

The causes of this crisis affect both food
demand and supply. Speaking of strategies
that can be applied to improve the situation,
Costantino identifies several areas where ac-
tion can be made: governance, market ac-
cess for small producers, the environment, a
necessary solution to the dilemma of pro-
ductivity and sustainability.

Don Franco Appi has also provided a
Catholic perspective on the issue and spoke
of civil economy, recalling the need to talk of
sustainable development, wanting to give this
term a development aiming not only at eco-
nomic profit, but also at the protection of
the environment and focusing on human dig-
nity. So not only “stability” but also “justice”
of prices. Before giving the floor to repre-
sentatives of government, Sergio Marelli to
put on the table some critical points in the
world food scenario: now the north and
south of the world are faced with virtually the
same issues (prices, agriculture ...) what
changes are the models of intervention pro-
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posed by the two parties and the different
impact that the same problems have on the
lives of people. If the problem of prices in
the north accounts for 20% of GDP, for
those who live in the southern countries it
accounts for 75%, so you can see how the
same problem can be lived in dramatically
different ways depending on the geographi-
cal perspective. As for solutions, Marelli in-
vited to listen to the proposals coming from
the south of the world.

The governmental side of the meeting
was given to the ambassadors of Costa Rica
and Benin to the Holy See.

The Ambassador of Benin wished to
make an invitation to NGOs to act with con-

sistency and commitment, in their advocacy,
to make the voice of the weakest heard in In-
tergovernmental meetings. The Ambassador
of Costa Rica presented the experience of
his country. Costa Rica has made very spe-
cific choices about its model of development:
sustainability has been at the base of all
choices, knowing that the wealth of one’s
territory comes from its beauty.

The result was a lively and productive di-
alogue in which civil society and govern-
ments often found themselves on the same
positions, in agreement. The way to defeat
hunger is still long, but judging from this
meeting, the way taken seems to be the
right one.
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The right to food
A survey carried out by the Forum, with the support

of the Spanish Foundation for social and cultural promotion,
under the direction of prof. Buonomo

The assertion of the
right to food and nutrition
is not something that can
be taken for granted. Al-
though this right belongs
to the basic human rights
affirmed in the Declaration
of 1948, the story of its ac-
ceptance and effective im-
plementation is long and
still in progress.

This is because the right
to food, although not very
problematic and almost
predictable in theory, in re-
ality is a very complex and
broad concept. It has a
number of implications that
are not limited to the mere “nutritional” ele-
ment, but involve elements of politics, eco-
nomics, culture, environment and social
relations that make its implementation par-
ticularly laborious.

The assertion of the right to food, in fact,
does not only support the need to provide a
minimum ration of nutrients to the hungry, it
means rather to create a favourable environ-
ment for the production, purchase, and ac-
cess to food for every person. It does not
mean the right to be fed, but the right to feed
themselves in dignity.

Individuals must be enabled to meet their
own needs, with their own forces, using their
own resources. In this sense, then, one
should worry about the availability of certain
key elements for the production of food such
as water, land and seeds, but also the infra-

structure needed to exploit the land or to
reach the places where food can be bought,
or even the management of markets, at
macro- economic level.

Though the story of its success and imple-
mentation is long and complex, it however,
plays a key role in view of the protection of all
human rights. In fact, the right to food is not
an isolated right but it is an integral part and
complement of other rights implemented
through the exercise of this right. Food is an
essential element for human survival, if it is
not guaranteed the very life of the individual
is put in danger: denying the right to food is
the same as denying the right to life.

Although it may seem difficult to make a
classification of human rights, based on the
weight of each in the lives of individuals, the
right to food is still identified as a conditio



sine qua non to the enjoyment of other ba-
sic rights:

“no right has meaning or value once star-
vation strikes. It is an ultimate deprivation
of rights, for without food, life ends, and
rights are of value only for the living...more-
over, without adequate nutrition, the value
of the rights is greatly diminished...malnu-
trition curtails growth, constrains mental
and physical development, and limits the
possibilities of action ”.
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To understand the actual content of the
right to food as it is understood today, the
story of its progressive development in the
legal system of the United Nations must be
recalled.

This is the path followed in this research,
starting from a historical and international
analysis of international law on food, up to
the current developments of the issue, pro-
viding valuable information on how civil so-
ciety can act effectively within the
international institutions to enforce the right
to food worldwide.

The last part is devoted to a brief review of
the position taken in recent years by the
Holy See on this issue.

Gorovitz Bigotry, loyalty and malnutrition in Brown
and Shue Food policy: the responsibility of United
States in the life and death choice 1977
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On November 16 Professor Andrea Ric-
cardi, founder of the Community of San-
t’Egidio, has been appointed as Minister of
International Cooperation and Integration.

“In a difficult time, a time of test for
the country, in which a joint effort to
tackle the current crisis is currently un-
derway – said Riccardi – I accepted the
invitation of the President-designate,
Professor Mario Monti, to join the new
government, in hopes of helping the
work of national revival”.

The commitment to cooperation and
integration has long been an integral
part of the culture and experience
gained by prof. Riccardi with the Com-
munity of Sant’Egidio, which he found-
ed in 1968 and is now present in many
places in the world. The Community of
Sant’Egidio, in fact, is engaged at various lev-
els in more than 70 countries around the
world with humanitarian aid and develop-
ment programs. And it is internationally rec-
ognized as a valid interlocutor in the field of
conflict mediation and reconciliation. The
peace agreements in Mozambique and
Guatemala, the talks in Côte d’Ivoire, the
transition to democracy in Niger and Guinea
Conakry are just some of the most important
pages written by the Community in its 43
years of life. The DREAM programmes, for
free access to anti-HIV therapy in sub-Saha-
ran Africa and the BRAVO! programme for
the registration of invisible children in the
registry offices of developing countries are
examples of excellence and innovation in the
field of international cooperation.

Prof. Andrea Riccardi, in addition to be-
ing known as the founder of the Communi-
ty of Sant’Egidio, is considered one of the
most prominent national figures in the inter-
national arena. The “Time” magazine in
2003 has inserted him in its list of the thirty
“modern heroes” of Europe: those who have
distinguished themselves for their profes-
sional courage and humanitarian efforts.
Prof. Riccardi has worked for years on im-
migration, is a staunch advocate of the need
to strengthen integration starting from the
new generations of immigrants born and
raised in Italy.

The founder of the community
of Sant’egidio is a Minister of the Italian

IImportant recognition for Andrea Riccardi.
The praise of the Rome Forum

The Rome Forum expresses its praise for this ap-
pointment that shows evidence of a strong com-
mitment to the weakest and wishes to the newly
appointed Minister a fruitful job, for the common
good of our country.
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by Fermina Álvarez Alonso

We are living in a particularly important
moment for the Church, a time marked by
the need for a “new evangelization” ad intra
and ad extra. Even though some claim that
the term “new evangelization” needs further
clarification, it is clear enough that the world
needs a new, fresh way of thinking: a credi-
ble, coherent witness on the part of Chris-
tians. We hand on what we believe (i.e.,
evangelization ad extra), and the intensity of
our belief demonstrates, in one way or an-
other, the authenticity of our Christian lives
(i.e., evangelization ad extra). To give impe-
tus to these two dimensions, the Holy Father
has chosen to dedicate the next Synod of
Bishops – to take place in October of 2012
– to a reflection on the intensity with which
the People of God live and proclaim their
faith.

To prepare for the Synod, a few areas
where the New Evangelization is particularly
urgent have been identified. One area that
perhaps has not been explicit but which nev-
ertheless is in need of a re-evangelization is
the area of international politics. In an era
marked by strong globalization, internation-
al and inter-governmental organizations and
the international agencies connected with
them play an important role in delineating
the cultural and intellectual (not to mention
the non-intellectual and non-cultural) ele-
ments that characterize national politics. It is
at this level, where the principle reference
points of international law and a global men-
tality are “manufactured,” that Christians
are called to offer a genuine contribution to
professional life and thinking. In fact, con-

trary to popular belief, Christians, though of-
ten in a minority, are called to act as a leav-
en in these contexts, effecting a
fermentation that will transform society (cf.
Lk 13:21). They are so in an integral way
within various sociopolitical structures in-
cluding their association with Non-Govern-
mental Organizations (NGO).

Over the last several years, the scope of
influence of NGO’s in the international are-
na has expanded considerably. They were
conceived precisely as a means of bringing
the voice and experience of local realities to
bear on international organizations. They are
considered representative of the so-called
civil society. Catholic-inspired NGOs, which
have a consultative role in international or-
ganizations and agencies, have the privileged
opportunity to witness – with their concrete
proposals – to Christian values. The question
is how to bring to those spheres, in an ef-
fective and attractive way, the entire work of
the Church in its concrete service to
mankind. Is it possible to contribute to the
“New Evangelization” at this level? If so,
how? Are we sufficiently aware of our re-
sponsibility?

The end that ultimately characterizes the
work of the Forum of Catholic-inspired
NGOs is to re-evangelize international poli-
tics. Catholics who participate in the Forum
engage in a reflection on the challenges we
face and on the ways the message of the
Gospel can be incorporated into their ac-
tions.

The first question that arises pertains to
the “evangelizing” dimension of our work;
this dimension sometimes can be obscured
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by projects of development and human im-
provement that are limited to a purely “hor-
izontal” view of life.

Catholic-inspired NGOs must remind fo-
rums of international governance of the eth-
ical principles that animate their initiatives at
the service of man in his entirety within var-
ious social spheres. The participation and
collaboration of NGO representatives, car-
ried out with intelligent and balanced pro-
posals, is most welcome in international
arenas even when their thought and teach-
ing is not always incorporated into official
documents. The witness they offer is neces-
sary nonetheless so that the voice of
Catholics is heard and kept alive. By identi-
fying themselves as Catholic or of Catholic
inspiration, NGOs benefit from the moral
credibility of the Holy See in the interna-
tional arena and are therefore considered to
benefit from a solid formation in the princi-
ples of Catholic social teaching without al-
lowing themselves to be swayed by political
positions detrimental to international sphere.
We can think of the erroneous political
stances of a purely “horizontal” orientation
that compromise or undervalue the Church’s
activities for the good of all people. The
fields upon which Christians, and hence
Catholic-inspired NGOs, carry out their ac-
tivities is wide and varied, including cooper-
ation for development, rural life, education,
health, and social communication. All of
these have the human being as a common
denominator: the person in his relationship
with the world. Thus they are concerned
with human rights, humanitarian law, young
people, family life, and the issues of immi-
gration, refugees, and labor. They work as
mediators to resolve conflicts and to promote
peace.

The activities of Catholic-inspired NGOs
in social life takes place primarily at three lev-
els: politics, solidarity, and formation.

At the political level, they organize cam-
paigns to raise public awareness, to promote
formation, and to advocate for causes of spe-
cial concern; they participate in international
debates to promote the common good and
arguments in favor of marriage, family, and
life. In short, they work for integral human de-
velopment. On the international stage of de-
bates with other NGOs or institutions of other
religious confessions, Catholic-inspired NGOs
collaborate in promoting the common good
and respect for human dignity. They are con-
vinced that the Gospel and the Church’s pro-
posals, especially concerning social issues, are
intrinsically connected to the Good News, and
they openly admit this with due respect for the
views of others. The missionary nature of
the Gospel and a re-emphasis of the God-
question, necessarily entail giving priority to
the human person in political, economic, and
social decision-making in a world where the
logic of the market and of profit, national and
local interests, and financial speculation seem
to have overstepped their bounds.

The commitment of Christians to solidar-
ity – or better to charity understood in the
light of its deeper meaning as a service of
charity (cf. Deus Caritas Est, 25) – opens
up a broad spectrum of concern that ranges
from the care of the poorest of the poor in
order to overcome an unequal distribution of
wealth and to promote attitudes of generos-
ity and hope, to the promotion through for-
mation of a greater awareness that
evangelization is based on listening, goodwill,
a respect for persons, an integrity of witness,
an openness toward others, freedom, and
the truth, all beginning with the imitation of
Christ. Christians involved in mass media al-
so have something to say in building a cul-
ture of peace and in proposing positive
models of journalism to younger generation
that genuinely express their hopes and aspi-
rations for a better world.
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Finally, the primary way in which Chris-
tians participate in the new evangelization ad
intra is through a formation that involves the
entire human person. Education is considered
a means of raising the poor out of poverty.
We must be careful, however, not to fall into
the temptation of communicating the truth in
an abstract or merely intellectual way, or of
engaging in concrete actions that are not
aimed at a genuine promotion of the human
person. There is an urgent need to strength-
en the “informal” education of young people,
especially of young women, placing the per-
son at the center in order to affect a process
of familial and social transformation. Collab-
orating to meet the challenges of educating
young people, with the youth themselves as
the protagonists and through an education
system that elicits a true journey of faith, is a
central priority of alternative education
based on Gospel values that connect directly
to contemporary culture.
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All of this reveals the urgency of forma-
tion in general – personal and communal –
so that there will be a greater consistency be-
tween belief and action: a spiritual forma-
tion that leads to a deeper personal
experience of God and a greater awareness
of the responsibility which that experience
entails in the social context. Another area in
which we need to invest is the formation of
teaching the Church’s social doctrine. A high
percentage of those involved in or tied to
NGOs – even though they are intrinsically
placed at the service of the new evangeliza-
tion – is not sufficiently knowledgeable of the
Church’s social teaching. Above all, this
shows the need to offer formation programs
to those engaged in public service: programs
with a community-centered base and with an
outlook of Christian discipleship with due re-
gard for the contemporary context in which
they are immersed and which they are called
to transform.
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We are a group of JPIC promoters of var-
ious religious congregations, members of the
USG / IUGS1 , and a representative of
CIDSE2 . We represent a number of NGOs
of religious congregations, recognized by the
United Nations, which for several years have
come together looking to have a significant
presence in FAO.

1. The reality

There are over one billion people, 15%
of the total population, suffering from
hunger in the world today. That such a
high level of malnutrition impedes the so-
cial and economic development and is a
threat to peace and world security. In re-
cent years, especially after the rise in food
prices and their volatility, a serious con-
cern about food safety has spread. This re-
newed political attention to the world food
security gave rise to various commitments,
however, more resources should be allo-
cated for agriculture and food security in
times of crisis.

As religious congregations, we realized
that we can be more effective if we work
together with FAO. The number of the
poor we serve around the world, and of
which we are able to bring their stories and
their voice, is considerable. We want to
build a network of solidarity to combat
world hunger.

2. Our brief history

– In 2000, a working group composed of
JPIC promoters had the first contacts with
the United Nations bodies, to see how it
could work with the UN and FAO.

– After the first Catholic-inspired NGOs
Forum held in Rome in December of 2007,
we were bringing together a group of NGOs
and then a specialized working group arrived
in FAO. We are aware that the fact of living
in Rome facilitates our work in FAO and al-
lows us to bring together other religious con-
gregations, as in Rome there are many
General Curias. Our goal is that religious
congregations are able to accomplish to-
gether a work in FAO.

– Over the past four years, the various
members participated in the CFS (Commit-
tee on Food Security). In 2008 we prepared
a statement for the high-level summit that
was to be distributed to all representatives of
Nations and to the press. This Declaration

Religious NGOs to FAO

1 Union of Superiors General (USG) and the Interna-
tional Union of Superiors General (UIGSE) that count
1900 institutions
2 CIDSE: Christian Organizations Federation of Vol-
untary Service.
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was signed by 270 organizations around the
world3.

– Participation at the 37th session of
the CFS. Four members of the group were
present at the 37th session of the Commit-
tee on World Food Security of the United
Nations (English acronym: CFS) (17-22 Oc-
tober 2011 at FAO Headquarters in Rome).
The CFS is the main UN forum to examine
and monitor policies on food security world-
wide. In addition to UN agencies, it is com-
posed of civil society organizations and
NGOs, international research institutions and
financial and commercial institutions as well
as the private sector and other actors in-
volved in rural development in the field of
food security all across the world.

– 2011: This year we have “transformed”
into ICR (International Congregations of
Religious). We meet every month and we
are about 10 to 12 religious representatives:
Passionists International, Franciscans Inter-

national, Vincentians, Carmelites, Domini-
cans, Capuchins, Dehonians, VIVAT4, JPIC
Office in Rome and a lay member of CIDSE.

3. Objectives

– The ICR is a group linked to the FAO in
Rome, composed of members representing
our congregations and we are interested in
issues relating to food security and sover-
eignty.

– We continue to participate in the activi-
ties of FAO.

– We continue to learn more about the
FAO and the opportunities we have to influ-
ence their activities.

3 The document can be read at:
http://www.jpicpassionist.org/features/passionist-in-
ternational/food-and-agriculture-organitation.

4 Vivat is a nongovernmental organization that brings
together 10 of the Missionary Congregations of the
Divine Word , Servants of the Holy Spirit (SHS), Con-
gregation of the Holy Spirit (CHS), the Comboni Mis-
sionaries of the Sacred Heart (MCCJ), Missionary
Oblates of Mary Immaculate (IMO), the Missionary
Sisters of the Holy Rosary (MSHR), Adorers of the
Blood of Christ (ABC), Comboni Missionary Sisters
(CMS), Little Sisters of the Assumption (LSA).
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– We want to help the promoters of JPIC
to familiarize with FAO conferences and ac-
tivities and facilitate their accreditation to
participate in them.

– We want to be a permanent observato-
ry to improve the lives of the people we work
with, especially on issues of sustainable de-
velopment, the right to food, agriculture,
land rights, mining, water rights, etc..

– We want to form an international net-
work of communication and solidarity, and
carry out international campaigns in favor of
peasants and poor people.

4. Challenges

– The group “of international congrega-
tions in the FAO” (FAO ICR) is recruiting a
priest or a nun as Executive Secretary to rep-
resent them at the FAO in order to have a
permanent presence and bring our voice to

the representatives of the nations. The pro-
file of the candidate we are looking for can
be seen at:
http://www.jpicpassionist.org/component/c
ontent/article/24-noticias.

– We are looking for funds to finance the
office of the Delegate to FAO for a minimum
of three years. Before a person, probably a
cleric / nun, is taken, a minimum of 20,000
per year for three years must be found. So
far, several congregations have made finan-
cial commitments. We call from here to all
the religious congregations to collaborate and
work with us.

– to define strategies for our effective
presence at the FAO.

In conclusion, consecrated persons can
not remain indifferent to the scandal of
hunger in the world. Therefore, I invite you
to visit us and join our team.

Jesús Mª Aristín


