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Let's live in a colorful house
Dear friends,
Recent months have enabled everyone to experience this
aspect and discover different countries and people. For my
part I spent part of July in the southern hemisphere with our
Latin American friends braving the cold and even snow for
some of them!!
We experienced conversions through concrete experiences
and enjoyed a living, joyous Church.
We are Apostles responsible for our world, our fragile
Church. Let us be players for peace and be concerned for
supporting our priests, friends and all those who seem
different to us.
But to do that, let's not forget to:
* be there in the face of distress, political instability.
* seek all forms of dialogue, we the "decision makers" to
be attentive not only to all forms of hatred but also all arms
exports.
Strengthening peace must begin from the bottom up so
people must work for peace, not giving up in resignation
and indifference.
Let us keep faith and hope in Jesus Christ: we have
received a lot, know how to share it with conviction and
pass it on with joy.
Enjoy your reading and have good meetings.

The MIAMSI president
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AFRICAN BOARD :
Mali :
2017 was largely devoted to the second year of the Mali
Catholic Church’s Social Weeks.
The work for this second year was done in Bamako on
28 - 30 November 2017, on the topic: " The Christian
Family’s place and role in the process of peace and
reconciliation in Mali in the light of the post-synod
apostolic exhortation "Amoris Laetitia".
For 2018, we plan to work on expanding the movement,
carrying out start-up and support missions in GuineaConakry and Cameroon. These missions were entrusted
to the MCRC in Ouagadougou, during MIAMSI’s XIV
Assembly. Other key projects are organizing a
pilgrimage to the Holy Land in Jerusalem and organizing
the National Youth Days.

LATIN AMERICA SECRETARIAT:
ELAM 2018 A GLOBAL CHALLENGE: KEEPING UP AND
BUILDING THE COMMON HOUSE
This is an original proposal: a meeting with, by and for
young people. With the desire to show them a new
Church open to sincere dialogue.
Many personal testimonies from movement members
have been shared for several years and are particularly
useful to pass on MIAMSI’s influence on our lives to
young people.
SEEING, we had two talks:
* The scientific and technological approach
* The politico-economic approach.
Both views made us aware of the risks to our planet and
our very existence.
Species are disappearing, but new ones are also being
discovered. Humans can adapt and are expected to
convert and stop being predators.

strength and tolerance are virtues we must develop to
learn how to share our home with others. other species
and take care of them for subsequent generations.
All dimensions of a person's life should be at the service
of the common house, where each creature has its
function. The human being must change its way of
behaving in the face of creation, he/she must transform
it into a fraternal relationship through gratitude for its
beauty, remembering that God reveals himself through
it.
ACTING, under the heading "Sowing Hope",
Two young people were invited to share their life
experiences
by
working
with
disadvantaged
communities:
Sharing the results of a city garden project aimed at
improving food security in Bolivia. This initiative, in
addition to teaching small-scale production methods
and improving eating habits, has a social impact on the
empowerment of women who can generate income for
their families.
The possibility of having a space to exchange knowledge
with other people, for example care for their children.
There is a "social ecosystem" that should be encouraged
Humans need to feel that they belong to an ecosystem.
Those who are excluded need to find a community that
welcomes them, that pays attention to them.
The meeting also focused on team work, with the idea
of experiencing what is common to any meeting of the
movement's core teams. We have experienced the
wealth of diversity by sharing testimonials and
ambitious projects.

Uruguay

Let's learn to love the Earth instead of using it, to
recognize the heritage value of biodiversity.
Let's learn to be responsible consumers. It is also
necessary to rethink agricultural policies: agribusiness is
moving more and more people off the land they live on,
multinationals have more power than governments. The
gaps are widening all the time.
DISCERNING was mainly based on the "Laudato Si"
Our common home is the only one we have, Empathy,
responsibility, generosity, solidarity, humility, sobriety,

On July 16, 2018, the Uruguayan movement paid tribute
to our dear Adolfo Chapper, the movement’s National
Chaplain and MIAMSI chaplain (from 1988 to 1992)
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attended by MIAMSI International President, Maryse
Robert.
Each of us spoke of
experiences with Adolfo,
and we blessed a
commemorative plaque.
We thank the Lord for this
moment of sharing

Corruption comes from a corrupt heart and is the worst
social plague because it is able to create very serious
issues and crimes.
What is at the source of the exploitation of man by
man?
What is causing degradation and lack of development?
What is at the root of social injustice, mortification of
merit, lack of services for people?
What is at the roots of the slavery of unemployment,
the neglect of cities and public property and nature?

Bolivia
It was a great joy
to be able to
attend the ELAM
(gathering of all
the Latin
American MIAMSI
member
countries)
in
Cochabamba,
Bolivia on the
topic of Laudato
Si.
The speakers’ ability, the in-depth workshop and group
work, the joint research, the seriousness and the depth
of the participants' commitments, each according to
their abilities, filled me with admiration and hope.
We feel how this movement evangelizes its
environment in all its realities.
We also paid tribute to Marta Aguirre (who died last
December (on the international board from 2000 to
2008) attended by her family.
Thank you, Marta for all you gave us!!!

EUROPEAN BOARD:
A European board delegation met in Brussels to prepare
the Florence meeting which will take place on 17 - 18
November on the topic:
"With our differences take up common challenges for
today's evangelization"
Italy shares with us its experience and research, its
issues with corruption and violence that exist in all
countries.
Corruption and violence

What finally exhausts basic human rights and the
integrity of the environment?
Corruption is the weapon and language of the mafia and
global criminal organizations. It represents the culture
of death.
This cultural issue must be confronted. But how?
Nowadays for many people it is not easy to imagine the
future and for young people it is really difficult to
believe in the future.
The changes in our time represent the deeper crisis that
involves our culture. In this context the various aspects
of corruption must be outlined and understood.
One can gamble on the presence of hope in the world
without life losing its sense of seeking and the possibility
of improvement that characterizes it (Pope Francis,
preface to the interview book "Corrosione")
A few questions to understand and think about:
Do we agree with this description?
What perception of corruption and violence do we
have?
Are we able to choose between external conditioning,
deep convictions and Christian hope?
Do we have chances and opportunities to overcome
conflict and violence?

INDIAN OCEAN ISLANDS
SECRETARIAT:
The island countries met on 2 - 5 October on the topic:
"Promoting justice and peace in our islands! "
You will find all the aspects of this meeting in the next
newsletter.
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OTHER COUNTRIES:
Lebanon :

about all the good times that he had and how at every
moment God was at his side and comforted him ......
This mother expressed her consolation ... I'm still in
touch with her ...

Our friends in Lebanon are constantly experiencing
special situations with people around them.
Multiculturalism is really at the centre of their lives.
Some examples:
In my work at the bakery, I was serving foreign workers
when some Lebanese customers did not like this and
wanted to push in front of them, I intervened firmly, at
the risk of losing these Lebanese customers, and
demanded these workers be respected by serving them
in turn.
Sometimes I get laughed at, but I hang on and I pray for
those who make fun of me because it is Jesus who gives
me the strength to do Justice.
A great responsibility has been entrusted to me in the
parish: teaching the catechism to children in secular
schools. It is thanks to my journey in MIAMSI and the
will to act and make a difference that I accepted this
task as beautiful as it is.
The fruit remains to be picked.
Being also a beautician, I got several clients wanting
their children to be made up as devils for a Halloween
party:
I was embarrassed to imitate this tradition that is not
one of ours
I tried offering my customers other makeup themes but
some of them resisted.
After sharing with the group, I decided to look up the
meaning of Halloween and show my customers that it is
not part of our tradition, and its meaning is far from
Christian.

Through these examples we really feel everyone’s
changes in attitude through the life review and this very
strong connection to faith in Jesus Christ.
We do not perceive the fear of expressing this and we
strongly feel the need to evangelize. For them, Jesus
remains a leader in their lives and gives them
extraordinary strength.
They have agreed to host the next MIAMSI General
Assembly in 2020 and we thank them for this.
It is a beautiful country, the source of so many
civilizations, the cradle of humanity and the Holy Land
that you can discover and support all Eastern Christians.

NEWS FROM OTHER
MOVEMENTS:
MIDADE EUROPE:

Let's build a heartfelt

Europe together
The maid who helps me at home is Buddhist, we
sometimes pray together for her family and especially
for her son who was sick.
Gratitude on her part and joy in both our hearts.
By this love given freely I have learned to give myself
without expecting anything return especially in my
family. I learned to accept the "other" in my family as
they are, to love them as they are without judgment
(before, I used to demand that they be like what I
wanted) - My acceptance and free love for them has
transformed this other who became calm, peaceful
without judgment ... My joy and the Love of Jesus have
spread in the family.
Living in this joy, I was able to comfort a cousin who was
inconsolable on losing her son and did this by telling her

On July 11 - 15, 2018, children from all the MIDADE
Europe member countries gathered in Rome for a
meeting on the topic of European citizenship and
fraternity. These young people from Portugal, Italy,
Spain, Switzerland and France shared their actions and
their reflections as players in society and the Church.
This gathering is part of Pope Francis' desire to "draw a
path of hope for Europe" (24 March 2017 speech to the
27 European Union leaders)
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MIDADE LEBANON

- to take an active part once again in the social and
political debate, convinced that it is in confronting
different points of view and seeking appropriate
mediation that a united civil community is built and
open to the future.
- commit to building political education paths, by
reviving the European project at the popular and
institutional level for an inclusive coexistence, based on
solidarity, in the context of a social market economy.

Congratulations to MIDADE Lebanon for their new topic:
"Don’t stop the Earth’s heartbeats"
On the 55th national day, over 600 children and their
companions met to choose their topic for the next two
years.
The MIDADE Lebanon children attended this event with
their companions, with the region’s Catholic bishop and
the national chaplain Elie Haddad. This celebration was
marked by group games and dialogues directed towards
children’s rights and possible ways of preserving the
environment and caring for the Earth.
It is important to highlight the fact that the movement’s
children, via dialogues, launched their own topic "Don’t
stop the Earth’s heartbeats". We wish you a year full of
grace, prayer and joy with the Lord and surely while the
Earth never stops beating.

- work together with other associations and launch
study initiatives to address the global challenges of our
time, such as the divorce between truth and
communication, the separation between finance and
the real economy, seeking possible solutions and
promoting best practices at the local level (as also
suggested by Pope Francis in Laudato Si.
- promote the introduction of new forms of
participation in the system of representative democracy
in order to inform, discuss and deliberate on key issues.

Opening of the JEC Sub-regional
Seminar in Niamey

MIEC
The Romana MIEC met at the Camaldoli Monastery
(Tuscany) for its annual session and asked itself, via an
exercise in listening and dialogue, how to imagine and
implement forms of participation in society and the
Christian community.
We are very concerned about this moment in history,
which features a crisis in democratic forms of
participation and governance and, more deeply, the
very principles of democracy.
As Christians and citizens, we therefore consider it
urgent:
- to rediscover those values and that civic passion that
inspired the time of democratic construction of the
country where it was possible to bring together a
political vision of the common good and the skills
required.

The opening ceremony, presided over by
Archbishop Laurent LOMPO of Niamey, took place
in the Siloé centre, about twenty kilometers from
Niamey. It brought together the JEC members from
Burkina Faso, Benin and Niger, as well as the
Former JEC member Network from Niger, a
representative of CAFOD (English Caritas) and the
members of the Niger Caritas Development
Administration Committee (CADEV -Niger).
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