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ECHOES OF OUR MOVEMENTS’ LIFE
XIII GA from 30 October to 03 November 2012 at Fortaleza in Brazil
Just 4 months before the 13th General Assembly of MIAMSI
In fact, the General Assembly will take place from Tuesday 30th to Saturday 3rd
November, 2012 inclusive at Fortaleza in Brazil around the following theme:
Committed in a world concerned about its future
Hope, dare, act, What a challenge!”
“I shall create a new heaven and a new earth” – Isaiah 65,17
For more information on how you can participate, contact your national movement.
We still have a few places left for last minute registration!!
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Dear friends,
Dear MIAMSI members,
Our main activity this year, 2012, is preparing for the General
Assembly.
At present, we would like to share with you the life of MIAMSI
and to what extent our expectations for our meeting in Forteleza are
developing.
Happy reading!
Maria Teresa Caviglia
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The MIAMSI GA gives us the opportunity to meet our
brothers and sisters from five continents. Each of us, in the light
of the Gospel, is working for a world of respect for human dignity. With God’s grace, may we overcome any obstacle, to meet
at Fortaleza and share our views, so that our actions become universal.
Céline Marie Yolande VIA,
Madagascar delegate for Inter-Isles

Brazil waits for us with joy in Fortaleza
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Brazil Christian Renewal (RCB) is joyfully awaiting our brothers and sisters of
MIAMSI for the General Assembly to be held this year in Fortaleza (Brazil).
Situated in north-west Brazil, Fortaleza has sunshine most of the year, its people
are hospitable, the food is tasty and there are plenty of beaches and handicrafts.
Dom Helder Câmara, one of the most important figures of VATICAN II, was born
in Fortaleza.
The Brazilian Movement has 28 teams with around 200 members in several cities;
some are working on Human Rights,
others on Citizenship, Human Development and Evangelisation.
Our Movement is represented at
MIAMSI by Lysette Maria Roballo
Basso. It is also affiliated to the
CNLB (Brazil National Council of
the Laity), represented on the Council
of the IDHEC(Dom Helder Câmara
Institute); and has also taken part in
meetings of the World Social Forum
(WSF).
In November 2011, our moveThe Cathedral of Fortaleza
ment held its National Assembly and elected
the
Porto Alegre Diocesan team to be the next National Coordination Team. Maria Teresa
Caviglia, the MIAMSI President, attended the Brazil National Assembly.
At the moment we are reflecting on the topic: Fraternity and public health; our
motto is: « May health spread throughout the world ». (CF.ECLO 3,8). This is a reality in
our country, proclaimed in actions of transformation, to listen to the poor and those excluded from society. Since 1964 the Brazilian Bishops Conference has promoted Fraternity Campaigns every year, as an Evangelical proposal, to experience the period of Lent
intensely.
The RCB’s next study topic will concern the 2012 GA.

Maria Laura de Sousa ,
National Coordinator
Renovaçao Crista do Brasil

African commitment, a living reality in MIAMSI
In a few months’ time
we will be meeting in Fortaleza, Brazil, for the 13th
MIAMSI General Assembly. From Tuesday 30 October to Saturday 03 November we will be meeting to
share views, celebrate,
communicate, share and
give directions and new energy to our common movement, MIAMSI. This is an
important event for all of us
and especially for the African MIAMSI which will
see two of its local movements, i.e. Benin and Niger, make their official entry through final membership in the extended MIAMSI family, and also, for
the first time, it will be represented on the International Board. This is both
an honour and a responsibility which will enable us
to bring our touch, our
point of view and sensitivity to this work of apostolate that we have been endeavouring to pursue for
half a century.
In the fever of this
meeting, preparations are
going ahead steadily. In
previous issues, we told
you of the African MIAMSI sessions held on the
side of the Malta GA in
2008, the regional meeting
in Bobo-Dioualasso, Burkina Faso, in 2010, one in
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Douala, Ivory Coast, in -crisis context, Niger, DCR
2011 which led to extensive Congo and Cameroon faithrecommendations for our
continent’s
preparation
and participation. The detailed report of
our
journey
over the last
four years is
available from
our regional
board and our Delegation of différent countries in Daloa, Ivory Coast
Coordinator
will provide it at an appro- ful to their commitment and
priate time.
initial intuition, not forgetting Morocco and others.
The local movements All the local movements
have also developed contri- are active on the continent
butions, prepared files and for participating both in
testimonies, examined the quality and quantity despite
challenges and made sug- financial obstacles in reachgestions relating to the ing Brazil as the airfares are
theme of the 13th GA which a problem for us, but we are
has been the main course of relying on our determinaour latest leading activities. tion and the goodwill of all.
We can quote the recent meeting in Toussiana
by the Burkina movement,
that of the Benin movement
in Porto-Novo, on Whit
weekend, the monthly
meetings of the Mali movement (Mali is going
through a socio-political
situation which needs our
close emotional and prayerful support), the efforts at
establishment in the Ivory
Coast hinterland in the post

All in all, Africa is
ready for Fortaleza 2012,
ready to play its role, ready
for the new evangelisation.
May the Blessed Virgin
Mary help us on the path of
apostolate so that « each of
us may become ever more
an apostle of reconciliation,
justice and peace ».
Prosper HONAGBODE
President of MIAMSIBenin
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Chili and Bolivia testify

Once again we are hopefully approaching our General Assembly. Every four years, together
with the Olympic Games, which gather all peoples of the world around healthy sports, MIAMSI
brings together people from the five continents to share our lives. With great expectations, every
four years I yearn for this gathering. Gleaming with anticipation, I look forward to this meeting with
our brothers and sisters form India, the Indian Ocean Islands, Africa, Belgium, Italy, Uruguay and
Perú… And in this “summit” meeting of our dear Movement, we gather to pray and to share, to
meditate and to plan our future, to laugh and sometimes cry… I sincerely hope that this year many,
many MIAMSI people can get together to live this special fraternal experience.
We´ll see you all at Fortaleza!
Corina Varela - RC Chile and/or MIAMSI Bolivia

India and the IB, a mutual learning
Testimony – I
I had the wonderful opportunity to attend the animation
training programme held at
Chennai. The president of
MIAMSI, Maria Teresa
elaborated with examples the
methodology of MIAMSI.
Mrs. Lygie & J.P.Lahaut also
spoke about the presence of
MIAMSI in the international
organization and in Europe
Fr. J.P. Ranga has outlined
the spirituality of MIAMSI.
The intervention and
discussions were very useful and
fruitful to me personally. I was
able to understand MIAMSI and
its objectives in the global outlook. I understand MIAMSI in
the right perspective. I had the
chance to know better the relationship of AIM – INDIA with
MIAMSI.
Now I know for certain
that
* MIAMSI is not a pious asso-

ciation only,
* MIAMSI is not an NGO only,
* MIAMSI is not a funding
agency.
But MIAMSI is a movement for

IB Member with old members of Nagercoil group, India

the people, for teams and groups
to bring out changes in my mentality, my mind set. MIAMSI is
an association for review of life
to look into oneself and look into
others. I went back with new insight and right understanding after the animation training programme held in India.
Mrs.Joanna Sampath
Ranipet Team, India

Testimony – II
After the animation
training programme in India by
the President and IB in
Chennai, India. I had
planned myself to visit various units in India. I wanted
to stress the importance of
the animation programme
and get feedback. I also
wanted to motivate the
groups and individuals personally. I met the members
of MIAMSI and their family
in their homes in Nagercoil.
It was a good experience to see
the old members and young
ones with their children and
parents. They shared their experience of MIAMSI and how
it was useful in their lives to
lead a good Christian life.
S. Lourdusamy
MIAMSI Vice president
for Asia
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The MIAMSI in Malaysia
While staying with our
son Denis in Kuala Lumpur, my
wife Annette and I had the
pleasure of meeting some members of the Malaysian MIAMSI movement: « Christian
Renewal Society Of Malaysia » (CRS).

(programmes, surveys, open debates, meditation …), our initiatives towards the youth. I was
able to take good measure of the
fact that, through these questions on the basics, CRS was
meeting the aspirations of many

Felix Koe, the President of the movement,
made an appointment for us
late in the morning of 28
May 2012 and there were
eight of us round a table
sharing news, information,
experiences, questions in a
most friendly and brotherly
atmosphere.
At first we exchanged views on specific topics that CRS officials had prepared in writing and which related to the founding intuitions
of Marie Louise Monnet, the
apostolate in ‘independent’ milieus, the frequency and content
of our team meetings, the yearly
proposals from our movements

Jean Paul M. avec des membres du
mouvement malaisien

other officials in our movements. We had hardly been together an hour before we were
already talking of the basics of
our common mission which federates the MIAMSI movements
throughout the world!

After that first meeting,
Felix suggested more of us coming together one evening of the
following week. There again,
around a good meal in a cordial
atmosphere, we carried on with
our exchange of experience. It
was then we brought up the
next MIAMSI GA in Fortaleza, Brazil, where the
Malaysian movement has
its place of course. Margaret and Andrew James told
us they would be taking
part. What a joy it will be
to meet them again, and
through them, the Malaysia
CRS, when the MIAMSI
movements get together
this autumn!
Once again, our many
thanks go to Felix for organising
and moderating these meetings
and to all the participants for
their warm welcome.
Jean-Paul Mathern
MIAMSI IB Secretary

MIAMSI International Board meets Vatican discateries
At the beginning of our term in the IB, after the election at the 2008 Malta GA, the
IB, while meeting in Rome, visited some dicasteries at the Vatican linked to the movement.
Dicastery visits had been scheduled during the last meeting of the current IB team, in April
2012.
I was appreciative of the interest they showed in our movement, as felt in their questions and suggestions,… We were received by a whole team, both at the CCPL and the
commission on immigrants. The presence in these authorities of young lay people, and
priests, during the meetings, added a special touch to our exchange of views. One young
priest in the commission on immigrants even expressed a wish to suggest the movement to
young Catholics in his country, Canada. A wish that the IB took good note of. God’s grace
is immense. Let us give Him thanks.
Lygie Raoeliarimanana
MIAMSI Vice President for Inter-Isles

Taking the first steps in freedom and responsibility
In a world concerned of its future, we have to detect both the
challenges and proposals of
faith which lead us to hope; as
Saint Paul says: Do not live like
people who have no hope.
We must recall the bringing of
the new creation suggested by
the text from Isaiah, then note
some important expressions
from Vatican II and the text of
the exhortation Verbum Domini
on the Word of God and commitment in the world. In the
hope that this will help us on the
road to the GA in Fortaleza.
The components of the new
creation promised in Isaiah:
When we find juice in a bunch
of grapes we say: « Do not destroy it for it holds a blessing; »thus shall I do for my servants, I
shall not destroy everything. For
behold, I shall create a new
heaven and a new earth. For behold, I shall make my people a
joy. I shall exult in Jerusalem, in
my people I shall be full of joy;
and there will be no more crying
and weeping. Isaiah 65,9 ; 1719.
Announcing a blessing from almost insignificant remains, being open to hearing new promises of joy, the results of the
crying and weeping today - that
is the work of God who wants to
make his people joyful.
Solutions for the future, by pro-

moting God’s presence in the
present.
a) We may well think that the
future is in the hands of those
who have given tomorrow’s
generation reasons to live and
hope. (The church in the world
of these times n°31)
b) In this age, we often give
only superficial consideration to
the value of the passing moment. On the contrary, the Gospel reminds us that each moment of our existence is important and must be lived intensely,
in the knowledge that everyone
must account for his/her life.
Here is a reference to Matthew
25.
c) So it is the Word of God itself which reminds us of the
need for our commitment in the
world and our responsibility in
the face of Christ, the Lord of
history. In proclaiming the Gospel, let us encourage each other
to do what is good and act in
favour of justice, reconciliation
and peace. (Verbum Domini 99
for both quotations)
d) We have become more attentive to the connection between
listening benevolently to the
Word of God and disinterestedly serving our brothers; all the
faithful must understand the
need for translating the word
they have listened to into works
of love, for only then does pro-
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claiming the Gospel become
credible, despite the human
weaknesses that mark individuals. Jesus spent his time on earth
doing good. The Word of God
listened to in a spirit of availability in the church, gives rise
to charity and justice to all, and
above all the poor.(Verbum
Domini N°103)
Conclusion : This choice of a
few texts is just one way of initiating in a concrete manner the
signs of hope which come to us
from our faith. Here is one way
of taking the various elements
helping
our
discernment :passing to future generations
some reasons for living and
hoping,- the wisdom to consider
the present moment a place to
speak and act as people who are
to be judged by a law of freedom,- practising the faith as a
path to acting in favour of justice, reconciliation and peace, and the need to translate into
works of love the word we have
listened to, while making allowances for our human weaknesses when bearing witness to
the Gospel.
The texts quoted may contain
even more riches enabling us to
make the first steps of freedom
and responsibility commensurate with our concerns for the
future.
Fr. Jean Pierre Ranga
MIAMSI International Chaplain

Thank you to all those who have accepted to testify, to share what they live, and those who have translated the articles
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