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“Fighting climate change through international solidarity” 
 
Mr President, 
 
Climate change is undoubtedly one of the greatest global challenges threatening, with its devastating 
impact, our planet and the future perpetuation of humankind. APG23 and the co-signing NGOs 
believe that States and international community as a whole are required to give an urgent and 
immediate response, reflecting the spirit of a new international solidarity. 
 
In order to find and implement effective measures countering the effects of climate change, a 
multilateral approach is needed. As the Independent Expert on Human Rights and international 
solidarity, Mr Okafor, stated, “collective problems […] require collective solutions”. A new model of 
global partnerships and international cooperation is essential to address properly this critical issue. 
Nevertheless, it is not enough. We believe that a more comprehensive and “human right-based 
international solidarity” is imperative to overcome the challenges presented by climate change. 
Rather than reducing their action to the mere intervention in case of emergencies, States should 
develop collective strategies and initiatives in the spirit of a preventive solidarity, as well as in the 
perspective of “intergenerational equity and justice”. 
 
Furthermore, given the unequal burden of climate change, States should contribute according to their 
common but differentiated responsibilities. In our view, only the recognition of the right to 
international solidarity, in accordance with the proposed “Draft Declaration”,1 can stimulate an 
ethical and equitable approach to the climate crisis, encouraging the correction of the existing 
imbalances and guaranteeing the full respect and implementation of international agreements.  
  
It is time to take our commitments seriously and to stand all together in order to foster a true change 
of mind-set. The environmental protection and the fight against global warming must become a 
political priority in all the countries. We urge everyone to contribute to the change of our 
irresponsible production and consumption systems. Consequently, we strongly support the adoption 
of an “integral ecology”, aiming to strengthen the bonds between social and environmental justice, 
and to enhance a person/people centred development that fully respect human rights. We would like 
to conclude, echoing the words of Greta Thunberg: “We cannot solve a crisis without treating it as a 
crisis. […] And if solutions within the system are so impossible to find, maybe we should change the 
system itself”. 
 
Thank You! 

                                                             
1 Draft declaration on the right to international solidarity, Annex of report A/HRC/35/35 of the Independent Expert on 
human rights and international solidarity, Virginia Dandan. The full text is available at 
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Solidarity/DraftDeclarationRightInternationalSolidarity.pdf 


