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Mr Chair, 
 

I am speaking as usual on behalf of the 11 Faith-based Organisations, members of the Working 
Group of the Forum of Catholic-Inspired NGOs on the Right to Development1. 

We have witnessed in this 18th session of the working group, in comparison to the already 
difficult previous sessions, a regression, going back to the usual polarisation due to ideological 
positions, instead of letting the concern for the common good of humanity and the centrality of 
persons and peoples prevail in the discussion on the implementation of the right to development.   
We profoundly regret this.  

In our era of globalisation with the current threats faced by humanity today, in a time when   
populism is on the rise and there is the tendency to go back to a bilateral treaty based system, our 
NGOs strongly support the method of negotiating and solving common problems by 
multilateralism andinternational constructive dialogue that is at the basis of the UN system and 
the other global and regional institutions. In this regard, this working group could have given a 
great sign by working more constructively.  

We appreciated the inputs given by the international experts during the two panels held in the 
second day of the working group that added light to the links between right to development and 
the 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda and the possible role of the WG in the High Level 
Political Forum.  

As we said several times, our role is to remind States about the suffering of the people on the 
ground, to be their voice, to make States realizing that people have waited for decades the 
implementation of such an important right and that they should not be forgotten. Our NGOs have 
participated to this session committed to this role. We tried to remind that the implementation of 
right to development should be person-people centred and is an urgent matter.  

As representatives at the UN of NGOs that are working at grass root level, we feel frustrated 
about the impasse of the working group in delivering meaningful criteria and operational sub-
criteria and a proper set of standards for the implementation of RTD. In our opinion, in this 
session of the working group, there has been a loss of time and financial resources. Thishas 
happened while many people in the world are suffering and even dying because of social injustices 
and inequities that the implementation of the Right to Development could have helped to reduce. 
We missed an opportunity to proceed in two relevant issues: the criteria and operational sub-
criteria and the set of standards.   

We hope that theengagement of the Special Rapporteur on RTD in the WG would contribute in 
the future to lessen the deadlock and help to resume a constructive dialogue.  

                                                        

 



We think that the decision to have an informal sub-group within the working group undertaking 
periodic consultations, at least every quarter, with the view to advance in the elaboration of 
documents (g and h) isa positive sign but we would like to know what role the civil society may 
have in it. Will be the NGOs allowed to participate?  

Finally, we would like to thank the Chair for his leadership and the opportunities given to us to 
take the floor in several occasions and distribute our non- paper contribution on the set of 
standards.  

Thank You! 

  

 
 

 

  

 


