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Mr President,  

MIAMSI and the co-signing NGOs would like to draw the attention of this Assembly on the circumstances the 
people of Lebanon are in. 
 
Lebanon has experienced stagnant economy, high unemployment rates, massive emigration, especially among 
educated young. An immovable political establishment, result of the sectarian political system combined to 
external influences, has long neglected to protect its people. It has been uncapable even to provide basic services 
such as electricity, water and sanitation. 
 
The widespread protests started in 2019, triggered by the imposition of new taxes, also known as “October 17 
Revolution”, brought out the endemic corruption in the public sector and questioned the legislation perceived to 
shield the ruling class from accountability, such as in the case of banking secrecy.  
 
In such context, the global Covid 19 pandemic found the population defenseless, lacking medicines and proper 
cares. 
 
Against this background, with the August 4th Beirut’ port devastating explosion, leaving 190 deaths and more 
than 6,500 injured, Lebanon’s dire health and humanitarian crises have escalated. The impact was severe: about 
40% of the town was severely damaged, leaving 300,000 residents with devastated dwelling. The explosion 
substantially damaged hospitals, infrastructures, including those for the supply of food and medical equipment. 
The impact on the economy was huge. Disorganization was in all sectors: health, education, employment, 
infrastructure, food supply. Shortage of food among the poor gave rise to crime, violence and security problems.  
 
Nowadays, human rights like the right to health, education, employment, sustainable development are denied to 
the Lebanese people amid the world disinterest, but nevertheless the root causes of it are geopolitical, and no 
country can consider itself as unaccountable.  
 
Lebanese people have the right to carry out the needed reforms to change the political system and make it 
accountable, modifying the legislation, without external vetoes and influences. They have the right to an 
independent, international and transparent inquiry on the catastrophic explosion at the Beirut’s port on August 4, 
2020. They finally have the right to international solidarity for food, medicine and medical supply, with 
transparent control on their destination and use. 
 
Thank you 
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