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SUMMARY
Marta: MIAMSI Latin American Vice-President 2000 - 2008.
• Our president's words.
• Tributes to our friends:
•

Marta Urioste de Aguirre

•

Edith de la Giroday

Marta was one of the Church figures we are glad we met!
A woman of conviction, committed to all levels of society,
she was coherent in her life and in her faith, as well as in
the family, the political world, the Church, her social
commitments, at MIAMSI. Her vision of openness,
intelligence and service were exemplary. Her knowledge of
Church history and theology made it possible to ground
our discernment in fairness. She was also a great painter
and her works have been exhibited recently.
Edith: ACI Reunion Island President (1999 – 2004) and
Indian Ocean Islands President (2007 – 2014)

Dear friends,
The year-end festivities are moments of joy,
peace and reunion around this little child Jesus
who represents hope and gives us the strength to
walk our Christian path with its joys and sorrows.
Our MIAMSI friends have had a particularly trying
time with the passing of our dear Marta from
Bolivia and Edith from Reunion Island.
For those who did not know our friends, we
wanted to share two testimonials that recall
what we lived through with them.

Maryse Robert
President of MIAMSI

Edith was always very attentive to other people,
concerned about others and their well-being. Her
meticulousness and the depth of her questions always
helped us to progress, she was always very demanding of
herself and she knew how to apply what she thought and
what she said.
She sought God, found God and conversed with God. She
was not afraid of death, because for her, it was obvious
that those she loved were still there, in another way.
"We, your relatives, friends, family members, know that
our prayers can continue in the sense that you wanted to
give them - unity - and many of us will pray knowing that
now, united with the Father and all the beings you loved
before you, you form an even stronger chain of Love with
the community of believers in the risen Christ, so that your
prayers and our prayers are answered!"
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TRIBUTES
In an unusual way we want to share a fraternal farewell to two
friends who worked a lot for MIAMSI:

Testimonial on the friendship between María Marta Raggio (Chile)
and Marta Aguirre (Bolivia)
After Marta’s death, it is very difficult to describe the closeness, the deep friendship that was built
up step by step between us, through so many meetings. Affinities and complicities developed over
the years to make room for a quasi-fraternal relationship: we were like two sisters!
How did it all start? I met Martha and Fernando, her husband, in May 1980 at a preparatory
meeting for the MIAMSI General Assembly planned in Rio de Janeiro. This regional preparation
was held in Concordia, Argentina.It was Lucy Trefogli, then a SAL (Latin America Service)
missionary, who had enabled this young professional couple with three children to take part: he
was a lawyer, and she, an historian. They were certainly the youngest but already showed training,
a Christian and political commitment of great value. They also had experience of political exile.
Once back in Bolivia, Marta taught history at La Paz Seminary. Soon afterwards, Alma del
CEPROLAI, a training institute for the laity, was set up. It was a project in which Martha invested a
lot of time and energy. She had a sincere, profound love for her country and people. In addition,
she was the promoter of a demanding immersion program that consisted of giving European
executives the opportunity of sharing the reality of the Bolivian people for a few days: living in a
peasant family’s house, not only boarding with them and eating their food but also visiting the
land of those who had taken away the means of subsistence, the resources of the very poor.
At the same time, Martha and Fernando hosted numerous meetings of the SAL team (MIAMSI
Latin American Secretariat), as well as a Latin American meeting - Elam - which enabled the entire
international team to attend the peace summitin 1986. During these years, I became closer to
Fernando who, as a Latin American member of MIAMSI's International Board (of which he later
became President) also participated in ESSAN and attended its meetings.
My friendship with Martha grew more particularly in 2000, when we were both elected by Latin
America to the MIAMSI International Board. We shared the task of simultaneous interpreting,
from French to English and vice versa, for Raju, a Board member for the Indian Subcontinent (one
on each side). The charism I proposed for my election was my knowledge of languages and
experience as a translator. Martha, meanwhile, had made incredible progress in the use of the
French language. Faithfully and in a spirit of service, we worked on document writing and
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communications management. Last month, we again exchanged emails on translations for
MIAMSI, where we both carried out the service.
The resemblance of our first names, Maria Marta and Martha, often led to mix-ups: when I
abstained from applying for re-election to the International Board in 2004, several people at the
Madagascar GA came up to congratulate me on being re-elected! Instead of dwindling, my
friendship with Martha continued to grow and deepen, with her visits to Chile and mine to La Paz,
staying in each other’s homes. We kept in regular touch, exchanged familynews, recommending
books and movies to each other. We also travelled and stayed abroad many times. More than one
official was surprised by our first names, only differentiated by the letter "H". They probably
thought that in Latin America we were not very imaginative when it came to baptisms.
On our various trips, we often had to use maps and plans! I felt supported and protected by her
ability to find her bearings and the right road despite difficulties. For my part, I took care of the
daily schedule. We laughed at our respective difficulties and skills, she distinguished Montmartre
from Montparnasse, and I remembered names: "him" became "Geronimo".
Very dear Martha, how hard it is to accept that I can no longer have you as a friend and
companion here! But I know that in God’s afterlife this friendship will remain.
However, my soul still hurts when I think of Fernando's pain.
María Marta Raggio
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With Edith, on the way to … eternal life

Distance prevents me from being with you physically, but I would like to pay tribute to Edith whom
I knew and appreciated from the start of my term as MIAMSI International President in 2001. That
marked the beginning of a long walk together with friends, family and always in search of God, the
God of the incarnation who loves the lives of present-day women and men.
I'd long been thinking about the best word to describe Edith, and then "missionary disciple"
naturally came to mind.
Indeed, the more often I met Edith, the more I understood that she was filled with Christ and
wanted to live fully through Him in all dimensions of her life, personally, as a couple, with family,
with friends but also in society and the Church itself. And she was big-hearted enough to want to
give the best of herself, even at the international level, especially through the realities of the
Indian Ocean islands, her own environment.
From Pope Francis in the "Joy of the Gospel" (121), I will borrow a few sentences which, I believe,
illustrate what I saw in her not only in Saint Denis, Reunion, but also in Madagascar or Mauritius:
"We must find the way to communicate Jesus that corresponds to the situation in which we find
ourselves. In any case, we are all called to give others explicit testimony of the love of the Lord,
who, far beyond our imperfections, gives us his closeness, his Word, his strength, and gives
meaning to our lives. Your heart knows that life is not the same without it, so what you have
discovered, what helps you live and gives you hope, that's what you need to communicate to
others. Our imperfection must not be an excuse; on the contrary, this mission is a constant
incentive to not settle for mediocrity and continue to grow. The testimony of faith, which every
Christian is called to give, implies affirming, like St. Paul: "Not that I am already at the goal, nor
already become perfect; but I keep up my race [...] and I run towards the goal "(Ph 3, 12-13).
I can indeed say that Edith sought Truth, Justice and therefore life so that everyone might be free
and fulfilled. It was not without struggle and suffering, but she drew from deep within herself the
strength to achieve it.
No doubt, like many of those who will pay their respects and cannot find the words to give thanks
to God, I like to say that Edith is a reference, a landmark for me.
Being fundamentally human, tactful and thoughtful, she will continue to help each of us to
develop our talents and human qualities in the right way, and for those who are believers, to offer
the light of the Gospel.
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As a seeker of God, passionate about humanity, demanding of herself, may she find the peace she
desired for all with the Father who has welcomed his zealous servant.
Thank you, Edith, a true sister in Faith.
4 January 2018
Daniel GUERY
President of MIAMSI 2001-2008
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