
 

 

 

INTERNATIONAL SPECIALIZED CATHOLIC ACTION MOVEMENTS. 

ROME, ITALY  28
TH

 – 30
TH

 APRIL, 2016 

FINAL DECLARATION 

SEE 

We, the 25 global leaders of ten specialized Catholic Action Movements 

met in Rome, Italy from 28 - 30 April 2016 to strengthen our collaboration 

and to reflect together to find collective ways to meet the common 

challenges of today and more over to deepen our analysis on the apostolic 

exhortation of His Holiness Pope Francis “Evangelii Gaudium” through a 

critical reflection on the issues affecting our Movements, the Church and the 

world. 

 

The world is today faced with various challenges, ranging from disparity, 

precariousness, poverty, hunger and malnutrition, inequality, human rights 

abuse, lack of access to holistic quality education, climate change/global 

warming. All are results of human action or inaction. 

 

Faced with these challenges which threatens human relationship and co-

existence, we feel the intense need to re-echo the Holy Father’s call in 

celebrating the Extra-ordinary jubilee year of mercy which is an invitation to 

love, kindness and unbounded generosity by extending hands of fellowship 

and being in solidarity with the suffering, the downtrodden and the poor, 

irrespective of their race, ethnicity or religion.  

 

We saw, through videos from Movements, so many commitments around 

the world; educating young students, helping refugees, acting for climate 

justice, fighting against corruption and unemployment, politicians lobbying, 

sustaining young workers dignity, implementing church social teaching… 

 

We see the importance of re-affirming our action in the world in line with 

the call of Pope Francis in “Evangelii Gaudium and Laudato si”. 

 

One of the peculiarity of the Catholic Action Movements is our presence in 

and among the people down to the peripheries and our effort in re-echoing 

the cries and yearnings of the poor and marginalized and the commitment 

for their liberation. 

 

We see an astronomic increase in the individualistic culture and lifestyles 

occasioned by the strong Socio-economic divide between rich and the poor 

which has a negative consequences on solidarity action.  

 

All these constitutes great obstacles to evangelization which we have all 

been called to do as Christians (Cf. Matt. 28:19). 

 

We know that “evangelization would not be complete if it did not take 

account of the unceasing interplay of the Gospel and of man’s concrete life, 

both personal and social” (EG 181) 

 

JUDGE (we believe) 

We affirm our believe in the dignity of every human person as the image of 

God and so acknowledge that our Movements have a role to reach out to 

people in the peripheries through our testimonies and announcement of the 

gospel (cf Gaudium et spes No. 22) and helping each other to live the faith. 

Indeed, the real mission and the day to day work of our Movements; 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

we acknowledge that Solidarity is a great tool in the work and goals of our 

Movements and we express our firm conviction in the uniqueness of the 

Catholic Action Movement. 

 

 

ACT 

We declare that we will continue to: 

• rely on the Gospel and the Catholic Social Teachings as the core and 

fundamental bases of our work; 

• Strengthen the collaboration of the Specialized Catholic Action 

Movements internationally, nationally  and at the grassroots and to 

set experiences of cooperation at the local level in Italy, Lebanon, 

India, Kenya, and Peru; 

• Explore synergy to make the voice of the poor and oppressed in the 

society heard. 

• create a pole of theological reflection and accompaniment for our 

Movements 

• organize an automatic communication between us about analysis, 

statements and activities 

• To organize Strategic contacts outside the group 

 

We call upon the church and the authority of the Vatican; 

• Especially the Pontifical Council for the Laity, Family and Life to 

improve and strengthen its collaboration with the specialized 

Catholic Action Movements as we represent the presence of the 

Church amongst the poor, downtrodden and the various segment of 

the laity.  

• to reaffirm the importance and relevance of the role played by the 

specialized Catholic Action Movements in the evangelization of the 

people outside the church and the formation of the lay faithful. 

• To call for a global encounter of the Catholic Action Movements to 

build up collective actions and strategies to strengthen the pastoral 

engagement. 

 

We commit ourselves to: 

• involve regularly in the policy making process and advocacy at all 

levels as part of the civil society and promoters of change for a just 

and peaceful world based on human rights. 

• be active partners for the implementation of sustainable development 

goals at all levels and in our constituencies. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 


