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Editorial
The 13th MIAMSI General Assembly was held in Fortaleza, Brazil on October 30th to November 3rd 2012 on the theme: Hope, dare, act, our challenge! It was an opportunity for the
160 participants from four continents to study the subject in depth.
This theme was chosen after analyzing proposals from the various countries and noting that
it affected all generations and posed many questions about our complex world.
After the different presentations and testimonials we realized during the General Assembly
that the world has changed a great deal and moreover, very rapidly, which we find disturbing:
We are all aware of this new world and its inconsistencies, and as Christians and MIAMSI
members we have to respond to these situations.
Our educational method: see, judge, act or examine, discern, transform, enabled us to highlight several points for attention concerning:
Sharing wealth and environment
Family and education
Human Rights and citizenship
The Church’s social doctrine allows us to stand back from these situations and find points of
reference and hope in them, That is why we have our place in the Church and are aware of
our responsibility and return to Christian spirituality to defend human life in all its aspects,
find ways of transcendence, promote brotherhood, solidarity and ecology.
It reminds us to spread the message of this General Assembly. Our responsibility as Christians is committed to a more just and fraternal world
Maryse Robert, MIAMSI President
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Creation of a new group in Brazil !
The Brazilian Christian Renewal (RCB) has
seen its numbers go down due to the difficulty of forming new groups. But after a time of intense dialogue, we
have created a new group. At the meeting, we have discussed the value of the movement and its ability to
transform both our environment and ourselves.
The group began meeting in March 2012. Out
of the four new members, three took part in the 2012
GA in Fortaleza. The group has adopted the CFP principles: C = Creativity; P = Participation; F = Flexibility.
Moved by this spirit, we have called the group Liberdade e Compromisso [Freedom and Commitment]
For practical reasons, our meetings take place
in the evening. If one of us can’t attend, we change the
date of the meeting.

Delegation of Brazil

We advance using the MIAMSI methodology. We are at the stage of context-related Bible study, and next
year we’ll try to set up a group action.
We left Fortaleza full of hope and love, stimulated by the solidarity and inundated with the spirit which
enlightened our meetings.
Clara Strauss,
Coordinator of the new team.

From Malta to Fortaleza; part of the journey with the MIAMSI International Board …
I like this notion of a « journey » that I find in my day-today life, and so present in the Gospel that guides us.
In 2011, well before the Malta GA, the ACI Presidents,
referring to my previous international experience and
commitments, asked me to run for the office of the MIAMSI International Board. I agreed, though not without
some hesitation, but I was convinced that for the 4 years’
service, I would be supported by my national movement
and that my commitment would be a strong link between
ACI and MIAMSI. I was sure, and even more so today,
that such a link is crucial for both the movements. It has
been so, and ACI belonging to MIAMSI has been highlighted and celebrated many times, in the National Councils, at important times such as ‘ Poitiers’ and in the
movement’s periodicals throughout the 4 years. Thank
you to ACI and especially to GOI (Groupe Organisation
Internationale) which has continuously encouraged, energized and helped me all through my term.
These four years of journeying, in all weathers and on all
terrains, have been rich in contacts, the variety of realities
discovered, and also work in my position as IB secretary
serving the movements, their mission and common intuition for evangelizing our milieus, ‘ in the present world’.

I am staying on the path, here in Alsace, in my team and
in the one I accompany, leaving the International torch to
others to make up a renewed and rejuvenated MIAMSI
IB! I am very happy that Maryse Robert, the newlyelected President and Adrien Beorchia, the Secretary,

have taken over the job. With the strength of the Spirit
and the support of all the member movements: long live
MIAMSI on its journey!
Jean-Paul Mathern,
IB member 2008-2012
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Testimony of ACI - Réunion
REUNION ISLAND...
AFTER FORTALEZA.... TESTIMONY....
EMOTIONS.... SHARING...
There were 5 of us from Reunion Island: four lay
people and Father Samy, sj, the chaplain of our
movement and the Indian Ocean Board.
A new experience for Elisabeth, Frédérique and
Samy.

•

dare to get involved in politics by organizing discussion forums to awaken people’s
consciences.”

“I have a moving memory of the ’Our Father’
said in each person’s native language...., a mix of
murmurs going up to heaven! Elisabeth”
“ Christians from the 4 corners of the earth, car-

Monica had been to Malta and Edith was lucky
enough to take part in the MIAMSI GA in Fiuggi
in 2000, Madagascar in 2004, Malta in 2008. So it
was her 4th international GA.
It took us well over 20 hours of flying to get to
Fortaleza. But we felt right at home when we
found the same temperature as our little island,
the same plants, and the same light!!
======
We very much enjoyed everyone’s simplicity, energy, the joy in our hearts, the benevolence to
each of us, the fraternity nourished by our daily
masses.
We won’t forget the Brazilians’ welcome, nothing
was too much trouble for them, the evening fiestas, the visits organized for us to relax and discover Fortaleza and the Brazilians.
« How lovely to meet up with Miamsi members
from previous GAs, and reminisce over what we
did together... The feeling of belonging to the
same family is growing from GA to GA. I loved
the simplicity and trust in shared reflections... »
Edith
“ From this meeting, I especially brought back
the notion of hope... Find signs of hope in our
lives. And dare to bear witness.
And the points in the final message on which I
hope to motivate our members concerning the
visibility of our movement and bearing witness.
For example:
• use the social networks and media to circulate and share our reflections and values....
• get more involved in intercultural and interfaith exchanges. Here in Reunion, difference is our strength: we must enrich
ourselves from it. »

ACI -Réunion delegation in Fortaleza

rying their country’s history, realities, concerns,
meeting to exchange views, reflect, share; so it is
that at the end of each GA we leave empty-handed
but enriched by others”.
“In this way MIAMSI confirms it is a movement
of Christians sent into the world. “
“ I was particularly moved by meeting MIAMSI
« elders » who made us realize that our movement
has developed over the years, that it has been
able to adapt to many changes in our societies,
countries, in the world. So they nourished in us
the hope that is so important to keep this apostolic movement alive. “ Monique
____________________________
Our movement will hold its general assembly on
10 February 2013. We are planning a feedback of
what we experienced in Fortaleza by including
times for narratives, prayer and reflection in
workshops... A bit like a retreat. With some reminders of the ACI basics taken from “ A fortnight of prayer with Marie-Louise Monnet”.
We are working on it at the moment and will
share it with you in our next exchange of views....
ACI-Réunion delegation in Fortaleza
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Listening to youth of Uruguay
First of all, we want to show our enormous gratitude to the Uruguay movement which has enabled us to live this experience. This was completely new and greatly surprised us.

of the world, seeking a change in mindsets, actively reflecting on our lives in the light of the
Gospel and then acting as a result, not only urges
us forward but also increases our feeling of belonging and commitment in the movement.
There’s a lot to do, but we’re not alone!
We enjoyed the prospect of new groups being
born, especially youth groups, which has convinced us of our responsibility and call to Act.
In other words, it was like a shock, that of the reality we are called to enter in order to make progress.

Youth from Uruguay in Fortaleza

It was very exciting for us to feel the movement’s scope at the international level.
Seeing the same work in so many different parts

Nothing moves by itself; the change comes from
us. We have learnt a lot and we believe that in
time we will assimilate a lot, for it was a week of
extraordinarily enriching and meaningful experiences.
Uruguay MIAMSI youth

CRS Malaysia: Renewing a Life-giving Faith !
Andrew and I are very grateful for the very warm hospitality and deeply enriching experience
we received at the MIAMSI XIII GA (30 Oct - 3 Nov
2013).
We were happy and encouraged to discover the
warmth of friendship with our like-minded brothers &
sisters who are so committed in the work of evangelization in their respective countries! We learnt that we
face many common problems & challenges in all our
countries: Corruption is widespread, the judiciary is
being manipulated by the Government, there is growing political unrest because of money laundering &
abuse of our taxpayers' money & country's resources,
economic problems, social problems, the erosion of
morals, lowering of Education Standards, subtle religious persecution, etc. Malaysia, too, which was once a
beautiful & progressive country is struggling to have a
change of Government, in order to set things right in
our country!
In the face of all these struggles & challenges, CRS of
Malaysia ( Christian Renewal Society of
Malaysia) will strive onward in our Evangelizing fervour! This Year of Faith, our main focus will be on the
Renewing of a Life-Giving Faith so that the resulting
output of Charity- Faith in Action- will be life-giving

to those around us and to the rest of society in our
multi - ethnic, cultural & religious Country of Malaysia! One of our main activities will be the promotion of

Margaret of CRS Malaysia in Fortaleza

the YOUCAT Catechism Of The Catholic Church as
strongly advocated by our holy father, the Pope. Many
of our members are involved as facilitators in this formation programme which is concurrently running in
all our Churches (Catholic) in Malaysia.
Margaret & Andrew James of CRS Malaysia

Morocco in Fortaleza: sharing, emotions, … !
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High points of this meeting
•
•

•
•

•
•
•

An excellent welcome from Brazilian MIAMSI
members.
Enriching exchanges of views in the Workshops, on
topics chosen by each movement (education, family,
evangelization, lay commitment, environment,…).
Official MIAMSI membership for groups from Niger and Benin and the return of the DCR.
Africa represented on the International Board by
Jean de Dieu DEMBÉLÉ (MCRC - Mali) as member and Yves Hervé ASSI (Life and Faith - Morocco) as substitute member.
Creation of the African Board.
The GA final message.
Setting up an ad hoc committee to prepare the rules
for the African Board.

Representants of « Life & Faith » Morocco at MIAMSI GA
in Fortaleza 2012

What I got from the meetings and exchanges of
views
In addition to fruitful and enriching exchanges of
views, the meetings enabled me to see how groups in
other countries work and organize themselves. I was
especially impressed by the groups in Uruguay where
all the generations attend.

And now what ?
Keep faithful to the regular dynamics of reread
ing my life in connection with my Faith and my understanding of Mankind…

•

Sharing with the group of Uruguay

•
Lead reflections (health, engineering, advice),
propose activities to support structures and NGOs working for better management and inclusion of
migrants and people in difficulty in Morocco.
•

Be active in the African Board to work towards more justice through regional and continental organizations.

•

Take an active part in strengthening links between African and international MIAMSI networks.
Yves Hervé ASSI, Coordonnator Vie et Foi Morocco,
Substitute member for Africa
Thank you to all those who have accepted to testify, to share what they live, and those who have translated the articles
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