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ECHOS OF MOVEMENTS’ LIFE

Towards the G.A. 2012 to Fortaleza in Brazil
In connection with all the movements worldwide, the International Board is actively preparing the XII MIAMSI General Assembly.
The following theme has been adopted
"Committed in a world concerned for its future:
Hope, dare, act. What a challenge! "
"I shall create a new heaven and a new earth" – Isaiah 65,17
The GA will take place from Tuesday 30 October to Saturday 3 November 2012 inclusive,
(not including travel).
For more information and to take part in the meeting, please contact your national movement. You are all welcome!
In this issue :
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Dear friends,
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In this last ECHO for the year we would like to
update you on the activities of the member movements
scattered over various parts of the planet Earth.
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We think that such sharing reaffirms the universal character of the Church and strengthens the idea that
our spirituality adapts to different cultures and idiosyncrasies without losing any of its charisma. It is a privilege to be part of an international movement that gives
us the opportunity of knowing how other communities
live the Faith.
I wish you all a very Merry Christmas and an
excellent 2012 !!

Prosper Honagbode
Missionary visit to India
Lourdusamy Savarimuthu
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María Teresa Caviglia
President of MIAMSI

IX National Assembly of RC do Brasil
From 7 to 9 November
« Renovaçao Crista do Brasil» (RCB) the Brazilian MIAMSI movement, held its ninth
National Assembly on the
theme : « The laity’s role in a
Church in crisis », a theme chosen and prepared by the grassroots teams. The assembly used
the
movement’s
classic
method: SEEING, JUDGING,
and ACTING for deeper reflection. After the opening, our
Country Coordinator gave the
floor to the MIAMSI President,
Maria Teresa Caviglia. Maria

During the NA

Teresa insisted on the importance of our movement with
regard to the changes taking
place in the world and the importance of our preparedness.
She also informed us of the organisation of the MIAMSI
General Assembly taking place
in Fortaleza, Brazil in October
2012.
The first day was devoted to
« SEEING ». Each of the six
dioceses gave a summary of its
survey on the current state of
the new, emerging and heterogeneous middle class, which
accounts for almost half of the
population and consumption.
This new class, a fruit of eco-

nomic growth and political
policies of national wealth distribution, is very different from
the traditional middle class. It
works hard to reach a better
standard of living. The sociologist Pedro Ribeiro de Oliveira,
explained that the redistribution
of wealth, thanks to the social
policies of recent years, has not
reduced social inequality.
The opening up of Brazil to
overseas trade has led to a
higher « Gross Domestic Product » (GDP) and a stable currency, but to the detriment of the environment: substrata and agriculture. The logic of
the global market economy is to grow. But
growth has its limits,
which
have
been
reached already. Instead of always thinking of growth, we must
now think of scaling
down; living well, but
consuming less. Learning to live in poorer
circumstances and teaching this
to others is a duty for christians.
The afternoon was devoted to
the state of the Church in crisis.
Once again, each diocese presented what it had noted about
this state. The position is quite
different according to the region, but with a common conviction: « We are the Church; if
it is in crisis, this reflects the
crisis in the family, society and
is the fruit of individualism, as
well as the decline in ethics and
moral values ». The Church is
first traditional and clerical
with a laity which lacks maturity. There is a crisis of voca-
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tions, but also of credibility. As
a Catholic sociologist, this time
Pedro has confirmed that the
Church has lost its influence in
society because it did not accompany post-war changes and
the feminist movement. The
Second Vatican Council, which
was held well before the crisis,
attempted this change.
Faced with the current crisis,
the temptation is to go back to
an idealized past like John Paul
II, a return to a clerical institution. Being a lay adult, as
Mounier said, is being « a disobedient but faithful son »:
helping the Church to find a
new « institutionality ». For
that: follow our path with maturity, without waiting for
change to come from the hierarchy, prepare the fiftieth anniversary of the Council, make a
new reading of it in order to
respond to today’s challenges:
that is our role as lay people in
this Church in crisis.
The next day, devoted to
« JUDGING », began with a
reflection on the Bible: « The
Church in Holy Scripture »
given by Bernard Marcel Crochet, from the Diocese of Juiz
de Fora where the National Assembly was held.
Quoting several texts from the
letters of St John and St Paul,
the speaker shows that the New
Testament already states the
main characteristics of the
Catholic Church: apostolicity,
unity, universality and holiness.
Christ loves his Church. We,
too, should show him our love,
thereby contributing to its edification, particularly in times of
crisis.

IX National Assembly of RC do Brasil (cont.)
Then, the former president of
the National Council of the
Brazilian Laity, Carlos F Signorelli, took the theme of the
lay person’s responsibility in
the world and the Church. We
are experiencing the crisis of
the modern world: the
Church must be attentive to
the signs of the times and lay
people to the times that are
coming. Experiencing an institutional crisis means being
ready.
The speaker quoted the
« Aparecida Document », the
concluding text of the fifth
Latin-American and Caribbean Bishops' Conference,
which calls for conversion
and the necessary changes in
structures. The crisis is a gift
from the Spirit who invites us
to go further: build something
new from our Christian faith.
Jesus is God made flesh, he is
fully human. He is Life.
We must rethink our mission
faithfully but with daring.
« Our greatest temptation is
mediocre pragmatism », said
Benedict XVI at the opening of
the Aparecida conference. As
lay people, we are both the
subjects and players in this
conversion
and
mission:
« being the Church in the
world, and the world in the
Church ».
In the afternoon, the groups
worked on six proposals for
action.
The third day was the one for
« ACTING ». Father Pedrinho
Guareschi, who accompanies
the diocesan team in Porto Ale-

gre, took the theme « Our
movement faced with promoting and defending human
rights ». He insisted on 4
points, replying to 4 questions:
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- We want to awaken our consciences, and that of our circle,
to biodiversity, sharing with
other organisations acting in
this field.
- Being aware of our citizenship, we are ready to commit
to Councils, Conferences and
Forums aimed at improving
the condition and quality of
life of the «human being ».

Participantes

What is acting?
What is a right?
What is a human right?
Lastly, what is citizenship?
Then each diocese met separately to define an action plan
for the next four years and put
it forward at the plenary meeting.
Based on increased awareness
of the crisis in civilisation, we
accept the challenge to know it
better, and to take a full part in
this new world that is being
built through our action and
experience of Christian values,
making the community and
sharing our priority.
- In this respect we commit to
giving our support and taking
an effective part in actions for
the promotion and defence of
human rights, above all, defending children and teenagers.

- As for our movement, we
perceive the need for real
professional training so we
can practise our Christian
mission: « being the salt of
the earth and the light of the
world ». We also measure the
need to structure communication, taking advantage of
modern technology to publicize
our movement, with its goals
and actions, by using all media
forms and so achieve greater
visibility both in society and
the Church.
- Each of us chooses to take
part in building the future by
acting in communion with
other believers to move from
alienation to joint action, from
lack of hope to creativity, from
passivity to participation, from
stagnation to learning. « May
peace, wisdom and strength
flood our hearts, transforming
everything into LOVE! ».

Lysette Basso
Miembro de la Junta
Internacional MIAMSI
Diocese of Porto Alegre –
10 November 2011

Poitiers Conference, France – 11 - 13 November 2011
« You love Life … » « You love ACI ! »
What am I taking back with
me?
In October, in the last issue of
ECHO, Nadia Essayan told us of
the « Poitiers Conference ». At
present, that meeting is behind
us. We asked Véronique Delbende, the diocesan official for
the Nantes ACI, to give us her
first reactions and tell us what
she took away from the meeting.
Here’s what she wanted to tell
us!
There were 960 of us, from the
four corners of France. It was a
bet … and it came off!
Marie Louis Monnet had something to do with it; the 70 candles on the ACI cake were a
wonderful excuse for bringing
us all to Poitiers.
Lessons:
- « ACI intuitions in a changing world », when I understood
that the backbone of this Catholic Action movement has taken
on these turbulent times, in con-

stant sociological, political and
economic mutation, to make
them an advantage : Isn’t the re
-reading of Life a treasure
which allows us to hope? Our
Christian mission should urge us
to leave the framework of institutions and social conventions.
« Daring » is a word that struck
a chord with all of us …

What am I taking back with me?
Wanting to!
To the ritual question: « how to
make ACI more visible, in my
circle, the world, the Church?
Today I can answer: « by being
more creative! ».
Back in the diocese, ideas pop
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up:
- An inter-federation meeting
(this concerns about forty teams)
set a date for a Discover ACI
evening for the young, from student chaplaincies, the World
Youth Days and Young Professional groups.
- A working group has been set
up: paying special attention to
the life of each team, departures,
arrivals of new members, how to
invite someone who knocks on
the ACI door?
- Establishing a training course
in accompanying a team.
I’m also leaving with the gifts
we gave in the small group
meetings; I heard« ACI helped
me mourn my brother; ACI supported me in settling a social
dispute in the high school where
I work; ACI helps me get to
Mass at Christmas when all my
anti-Catholic relatives incriminate me».
Yes, we had a celebration, a
very beautiful one, joyful, enriching, and emotional.
Véronique Delbende,
Diocese of Nantes

Pilgrimage to the source
In November I received a kind invitation from the international chaplain, Fr. Jean Pierre Ranga, to visit the
house where Marie Louise Monnet was born, in Cognac. I found the idea extraordinary.
We were very affectionately received by the Cognac ACI and were privileged to share ideas and listen to the testimony
of people who were in close contact with Marie Louise.
After this meeting, we went in a «pilgrimage» to her birthplace, now owned by the state, and we were able to go
in and look around. It was very moving to be in a place where it all began, as our founder said. A place where, from
meetings around the family table, with foreign guests, Marie Louise understood the value of what is international, different from our daily life, everything that contact with various realities can bring to us, welcoming those who are different…
We ended this true pilgrimage by praying at her grave in the cemetery in Chèvres.
It was truly one way of paying homage to Marie Louise Monnet and feeling closer to her heritage.

Maria Teresa Caviglia
President of MIAMSI

Statement of the Citizen Forum 3
We, the members of
Catholic Action movements
and Lay Faithful associations
of International Independent
Christian Youth (JICI) (from
Burkina, Ivory Coast and
Mali),
the International Movement
for the Apostolate in Independent Social Milieus
(MIAMSI) (Mali MCRC, and
Morocco Life and Faith),
Catholic Student Youth
(JEC) (Guinea, Senegal),
Scouts and Guides (Guinea),
the National Guides Association (Guinea),
the National Lay Councils
(Mali, Senegal),
the West Africa Regional
Council of the Laity CRLAO,
the Guinea Movement of
Catholic Intellectuals and Executives (MICCG),
the Sant’ Egidio community
(Guinea),
Catholic women’s associations (Catholic Women of
Guinea - FCG,
Niger Union of Catholic
Women - UFCN and Mali
Catholic Women’s Association - AFCM),
the Justice and Peace commission (Guinea and Mali),
the Social Pastoral work
(Guinea),
the Anglican Church
(Guinea) and the coordinated
Guinea associations of young
Muslims,
The Mali PACT/GIZ (German cooperation).
From Burkina Faso, Ivory
Coast, Guinea, Mali, Morocco, Niger and Senegal,

Meeting in Conakry from 12
to 18 September 2011 in the
third citizen forum of Christian executives on the theme:
« Promoting a culture of
Peace, Reconciliation, and
Interfaith dialogue in the light
of the Church’s Social Doctrine »
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orientations of the 2nd Synod
for Africa and the Church’s
Social Doctrine in the field
of promoting the culture of
peace, reconciliation and interfaith dialogue
Undertake to train and in-

* Witnessing the living reality of all kinds
of conflicts in our
families, our places of
work and study, our
countries, our subregion and the
Church;
* Sharing the concern of our mother
the Church, God’s
Citizen Forum 3, the big family
Family in Africa,
whose pastors state the urgent
volve ourselves as artisans of
need for peace, reconciliation
Peace in our circles through:
and justice as the ferment for
development in the continent - Pursuing capacity-building
in our movements and assopursuant to the 2nd special
ciations for conflict prevensynod for Africa;
tion and non-violent management
* Observing that conflict
situations are a real obstacle
- Being more attentive to
to « living together », and
conflict situations in our enhinder our continent’s provironment
gress;
- Cooperating with other
players involved in seeking
Strengthened:
peace in our environment
* By the technical knowledge acquired on Non-Violent
Conflict Management and
Peace culture, and the diagnosis of our movements’ organizations
* By lessons learnt from the

Conakry, September 18, 2011
Jean de Dieu Dembélé
Coordinator of the CF3

Towards setting up a MIAMSI African relais
From 07 to 10 October 2011,
delegations from MIAMSI- associated movements in African
countries met in Daloa, Ivory
Coast, to make a new reading of
the lives of their movements and
define prospects for energizing
and consolidating MIAMSI in
Africa.

held in Cotonou in 2007, then
confirmed in Malta at the 12th
MIAMSI General Assembly during which the participating African movements undertook to
work more at consolidating the
grass-roots country movements
and moving towards the effective
creation of an African Relais
(Bureau). After the meeting at
Bobo-Dioulasso last year, the
MIAMSI African movements
agreed to meet in Daloa to
discuss topics such as a new
reading of the lives and hopes
of the local movements, the
steps to be taken to set up an
African board and for quality
participation in MIAMSI,
preparation for the 2012, 13th
MIAMSI General Assembly
in Brazil and issues of energizing, extending, funding
The pillars of the future MIAMSI African relais and strengthening the groups
in the Daloa platform.
Representatives from Benin,
Burkina Faso, Mali, Niger and
the host country, Ivory Coast,
spent an intense time of exchanges, listening, sharing experiences
and
friendship,
« looking » and bearing witness
to the lives of our local movements which cannot help but be
affected by the political, economic and social upheavals in
our countries. DCR was not able
to take part in the work due to
unforeseen circumstances. And
Cameroon which was not able to
make the trip due to the presidential election there at the same
time but sent a written contribution which was included in the
work. It should be noted that MIAMSI in Africa is made up of
full member movements, observer movements whose membership is pending and movements associated to MIAMSI.
This initiative for annual meetings dates from Citizen Forum 2

The introduction of the lives of
the movements highlighted many
points of convergence (training
lay people for DES, team commitment in the fields of citizenship, development, environment
and the peoples’ well-being,
helping local bishops to carry the
Church’s voice) but also specifics
in each country (e.g. re-organisation, re-structuring and a more
active presence of the Ivorian
movement in the context of ending the post-electoral crisis, ongoing reflections in Niger on the
spread and circulation of weapons after the Libyan crisis). Despite the small number of teams
in each country, the MIAMSI
spirit and action are visible in the
Church and community.
The meeting enabled an examination of the major points of concern and challenges posed by recurrent unavailability of some
members due to professional duties and postings, ageing in
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groups, which requires rejuvenation and opening up to the youth,
problems in mobilising financial
resources to achieve their projects.
Preparations for the 13th MIAMSI General Assembly planned
for 30 October to 03 November
2012 in Fortaleza, Ceara State,
Brazil, were not forgotten and
ideas and lines of action were
developed to facilitate participation of a larger number of African
movements. It was resolved that
each movement continue to refine
its material and financial preparation for this important regular
meeting of our movement
(updating dues, finding cheap
tickets) as well as intellectually
(contributing to reflections undertaken based on initial lines of action).
The next meeting of the African
Relais of MIAMSI may take
place during the Brazil GA in
November 2012. The doors are
open to welcome other African
countries, particularly Guinea
which expressed its wish to join
at the end of Citizen Forum 3 recently held there. More local
movements have been encouraged to take part in that General
Assembly.
All in all, despite all kinds of
problems, the Daloa meeting kept
its promise and was fruitful and
rich in lessons and motivation for
consolidating MIAMSI in Africa.
May Mary, the Holy Mother of
God and Our Lady of Africa, the
Star of evangelisation, lead our
march on the arduous paths of
our apostolic mission.

Prosper Honagbode
President of MAMP – Huenusu of
BENIN
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Missionary visit to India
The international Bureau
decided to go on a missionary
trip to India to visit various
teams of MIAMSI in India.
The national executive of
AIM-India was very happy to
invite them and also planned
to have an animation training
programme with the IB members of MIAMSI as resource
persons and few local resource persons.
Mrs. Maria Teresa, the
President, Mr. Jean-Pierre the
Treasurer, Mrs. Lygie, Vice
president (Africa and Indian
Ocean) and Fr. Jean-Pierre
Ranga the International Chaplain were the delegates of MIAMSI for the mission India in
September 2011. With their encouragement we arranged for a
conference on “MIAMSI spirituality and methodology in developing Laity Leadership
Qualities” on 10th & 11th September 2011 at the venue Dhyana Ashram, Madha Church
Road, Santhome, Chennai.
The delegates were received at the entrance of the
venue with traditional Indian
rites of reception (Garland, Arathi & Kumgumam on the forehead). Then we received the
Chief Guest Most Rev. Msgr.
A. M. Chinnappa, archbishop of
Chennai & Mylapore. The training programme began with the
solemn concelebrated High
Mass by the Archbishop and his
thought provoking homily. The

mass was followed by the official inaugural function wherein

Conference in Chennai

the president and dignitaries
were received and honoured by
the national board of AIMIndia. The archbishop also published a souvenir on the occasion of 35th year of the affiliation of AIM-India with MIAMSI. Aim – India was affiliated to MIAMSI during its IV
General assembly held in
St.Jerome, Canada on 6th October 1976.
After the two days of
animation programme the actual
missionary trip started. The
president and bureau members
visited the teams in various regions. In all the place the delegates were warmly welcomed.
The groups had arranged for
meetings along with the animator and chaplain. There was lot
of sharing between the members and delegates in some

groups. The delegates visited
Ranipet Unit on 14.10.2011.
The group gathered in the
convent. The parish priest was
present as well as a nun animator. The team members had
brought the witnessing persons who had been changed
by the life and guidance of
members of AIM.
The delegates were
also taken to few historical
and archeological places
whenever there is a time gap.
They had beach walk in Chennai Marina and Pondicherry.
They had the opportunity to
visit Auroville in Pondicherry
and Brindavan Gardens in Mysore.
The mission in India was
fruitful and useful. The visit has
created a motivation for the
teams and the animation programme has given a right orientation for all the participants to
understand MIAMSI, its methodology and objective. We understand more clearly that MIAMSI is a movement for the
members to obtain self change,
is change of mentalities and
through which attain a social
change.

Lourdusamy Savarimuthu,
Vice president for Asia
MIAMSI Board member

Thank you to all those who have accepted to testify, to share what they live, and those who have translated the articles.
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